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THAT'S 
ALU RIOHT, 


SORRy, MATE 
I MUST HAVE 
TRIPPED/ 


TIM KELLy» OWNER OF THE LIFE-PRESERVING 
EVE OF ZOLTEC, WAS MAKING HiS WAV NOME 
IN the thick of an excited crowd of 
FOOTBALL FANS. HE HAD ENJOVEP A RARE 
AFTERNOON OF RELAXATION, LITTLE KNOWING 
that he was on the verge of one of THE 
MOST DANGEROUS ADVENTURES OF HIS LIFE... 


suddenlv, a little man known to the 

UNDERWORLD OF CRIME AS ''NIPPER THE DIP'^ 
JOSTLED HIM... * 


BUT IT WAS FAR FROM ALL RIGHT « AS TIM DISCOVERED 
A MOMENT LATER WHEN HE FELT THE EMPTINESS OF HIS 
INSIDE pocket/ 


f / 


n/£ £y£ or 

/T*s (30f4£/ TNj^T LiTTLE 
MUST Hr\/£ PICKED 

^ _ / 


THE EVE OP 20LTEC MADE ANV 
PERSON WHO HELD OR WORE 
IT» , . ///D£srp£/Cr/3LE.^ 
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THIS TRAIN 
WILL HOLD HIM UP 
POR fl eiT/ 


the little crook vaulted over a pence, 

DETERMlNeD TO SHAKE OFF HIS PURSUER., 


A SLO^ GOODS TRAIN WAS RUMBUNO ALONO THE LINE, 

AND THE THIEF DASHED IN FRONT OF IT... _ 




I’LL CUT ACROSS 
THE railway lines 

tA i LA 


BUT THE PICKPOCKET HAD NOT NOTICED THE FAST 
EXPRESS HURTLING ALONG THE MAIN LINE/ 


BUT after the thundering EXPRESS HAD PASSED,. 


^’STREWTH,' I THOUGHT I 
A GONER then... IT HIT ME 



NIPPER THE DIP LOST NO TIME IN ESCAPING 
FROM TIM KELLV/ 


QONEf I'LL JUST HAVE TO KEEP 
SEARCHING TWE ctocscptc c^o u/-iu rt..i ^j-- 


STREETS FOR HIM ON 


THE 


CHANCE THAT I'LL CATCH UP WITH HIM AGAIN/ 


). 



A60UT HALF AN HOUR LATER, THE LITTLE THIEF WAS 
IN A TELEPHONE BOX.., 


I'VE GOT IT, GUV'NOR, 
JUST LIKE YOU SAID—’AND 
I HAD A BIT LUCK WHEN 

V kelly chased me/_^ 


NEVER MIND THAT/ LEAVE ^ 
W THE eye of ZOLTEC ON THE SHELF 
r BEHIND THE DIRECTORlESt THEN GO 
TO THE 'PHONE BOOTH ON THE CORNER 
> OF PARADISE STREET/ YOU'LL ^ a 
IC COLLECT YOUR MymENT THERE.^ M 
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0y fl FREAK Of CHANCE, TtM KELLY SAW NIPPER 

ENTIERINS THE PARADISE STREer TEiePHONE BOX*,. 





THERE WAS HO CLUE AS TO WMERE TfM’5 PRECIOUS EVE OF 
ZOLTEC HAD GONE, OR FOR WHAT PURPOSE IT HAP BEEN STOLEN. 
THE FOLLOWING PAY NEWS WAS RELEASED THAT THE FIRST 
fNTELCORP satellite HAP BEEN MYSTERIOUSLY OESTROVEP,.. 




ONE WEEK LATER, A SECOND SAreLllTE 
SUFFERED A SIMILAR FATE... 



...AND TIM KELLY WAS URGENTLY SUMMONED TO THE CITY 
OFFICES OF ** fNr£LCOPP'\ A GROUP OF FINANCIERS WHO MAD 
RECEIVED SOVERNMEKIT SANCTION iO PUT THEIR OWN . 
COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITES INTO ORBIT/ ||| 


^ AYE, YOU'LL WEEP TO BE SITTING DOWN 

... BECRUSE RBOUT TO OFR£R 

yoa THE TRtCKfBST JOB VOU*VE EVEff j 
s V ut^oaRrme^ ——mrftr 


COME IN, ^ 
MR. KELLY, AND 
SIT DOWN.^ V 
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^ SOftRy, GENTLEMEN/ I'M NO 
IN THE MARKET FOR DANGER.*. 

AT LEAST* NOT UNTIU I'VE GOT BACK 
THE EVE OF ZOLTBC WHICH WAS STOLEN 
.FROM ME SOME OflVS AGO.' 


A MURMUR PASSED AROUND THE TABLE AS THE MEMBERS 
OF /Nre£.COAP EKPLAINED TO EACH OTHER ABOUT THE 
FANTASTIC STONE FROM AN INCA IDOL... 


AH/ THEN THAT AT LEAST SOLVES 

PART OF OUR Problem* • * how anyone 

WAS ABLE TO PESTROV OUR SATELLITES/ 



^ you SEE, THE SATEUUTES CONTAINED 
THBtR OWN DEFENCE SYSTEM... FOR USE 

against meteorites really.* 

IT COHS\STEO OP A DEVICE WHICH COULD 
DETECT ANY OBJECT THAT APPROACHED 
WITHIN A OUARTER OF A MILE, AND 
DESTROY IT 0y A LASER BEAM WITHIN 
^OWE HUNDREDTH PART OF A SBCOND/^ 


AYE/ SO WHOEVER HAS THE 
EYE Of ZOnEC COULD APPROACH 
OUR SATELLITES AND DESTROY 
THEM.... UNHINDERED BY THE ^ 
V LASER beam.* 


BUT WWO HAS ^ 
THE EVE OF ZOLTEC/ 


THE CHAIRMAN Of /NTELCORP PUT FORWARD A PLAN TO WHICH 
TJM KELLY AGREED. /T COWStSTSD OF LPUNCHfhiO TfM 
fNTO SFFiCB PT THB SAME TIMS PS THEV PUT THEtR 
THfRO SPrELUTE IWTO OR8tr»^ 


IT'S OUR BELIEF THAT VINER IS STILL UP 
THERE. LIVING JN A SPACE CAPSULE HE LAUNCHED 

HIMSELF, WAITING TO SABOTAGE OUR THIRD ^_ 

SATELLITE. IF HE SUCCEEDS* IT WILL BE . 

THE END OF /fUrSLCORP,^ XUMKiEB//''/■ / 
we CAN»T AFFORD^ANY U N L 

MORE LAUNCH \NGS / /// 


7^1 THINK IT'S KARL VINER/ KE*S WEALTHIER 

THAN all of US PUT TOGETHER.,.. HE'S BEEN 
VENGfiFUL AND BITTER EVER SINCE THE r-rTtr\ 


Government refused him permission 

TO PUT UP A satellite AND GRANTED > 
.IT TO US instead/ T' —^ 


^ PRD / CAN^r ALLOW PR EVfL 
MPR to REMPiN IR POSSESSiOW 
. OP THE EVE OP ZOLTMC^P j 
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^HAH/ THIS TIMH THEV SEMO UP 

An OBSERS/'ATION satellite/ so 
. THERE 15 NOTHING THEY CAN DO TO HARM 
Y ME fcVHtUST t HAYE THE 
OF mLrec^^ 


BUT TIM*S VEHICLE HAD ALSO SeBN SPOTTED*.. BV THE 
OCCUPANT OF THE APPROACHING CAPSULE, THE VENGEFUL 
CARL VINER/ 

-_ 


ay SKILFUL USE OF HJS VERNIER JETS, TIM KELLY 
EDGED HIS CAPSULE IN A POSITION TO INTERCEPT 


THE double launching OP MAN 
AND COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITB 
Achieved success/ 


TIM ARRIVED IN SPACE AND MANOEUVRED HIS SPACE CAPSULE 

IN A WjATCHING orbit SEVOND THE RANGE OP THE 

OdMMtJluirdTlAM eOTVJ Looorcrr-ni/e i aeerA aedi* 


APTER SEVERAL ORBlTS*.. 


^THERE»S SOMETHING 

moving this way. 
COULO 


VINER* ,* 




AND IVHEN VINER, PLACING FAITH IN THE POWER 
OF THE MYSTIC EVE, EMERGED**. TIM WAS _ 
READV WITH A RECOIL'LESS MISSILE GUN/■ 


^ I WON'T BE able TO^ 
HARM VINER*., BUT 1 CFM 
DAMAGE HiS POWER-PACK 
^ AND RENDER HIM ^ 
HELPLESS/ 
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NEXT iNSrflNTj TIM KELLV JETTED 
FORW'ARPS'—'AND VlNfiR nRED.,.. 



you CflK’T HARM/W£, 

KELty-— NOT WHILST I'M 

wearing the eve of 

^ ;:oLTec,' 


BUT VINER. TOO, WAS ARMED.,* 



BUT THE RECOIL SPUN THE HAPLESS MAN 
LIKE A TOP.-' 




AHO WITH CLUMSV, globed FINGERS CLAWED 
AT THE FATEFUL EVE OF ZOLTEC.... 
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THE CORD SM^Ppeo. THE MYSTIC EVE 
CRM£ PWAY IKI TIM’S HANDS.., AND tN THAT 
INSTANT VINES DREW KIS LftST BREATH/ 


BUT THE THIN CORD TRAIL ED T HROUQtf TIM> 5 
THICK GLOYES. .* 


>7/VD Wf EYE DRlFTeO AtV/ty, 


NEXT 5EC0ND A BEAM OF RUBV 
LIGHT LANCED AT m& CAPSULE.. 
S^FfrreR/A/Q /r.-^ 




ONLY THEN DID TIM REALISE THAT 
HE WAS FAST MOVING WITHIN RANGE OF 
THE SATELLITE’S DEADLY LASER BEAM. 


THE laser works 
^ WITHIN A QUARTER OF A MILE — 
I’M ALMOST THAT NEAR ALREADY/ 
UNLESS I CAN RCACN TNE ^ 
^y£ OR M 



TIM CLAMPED HiS HANDS OVER THE EVE AS 
HE MOVED INTO THE LASER- SWEPT DANGER 
ZONE/ 



THE BEAM WAS RUTHLESS IN ITS DETERMINATION 
TO DESTROY.... 


W IT CAN Cut as many holes^^ 
AS IT LIKES IN MY SUIT—' BUT IT^ 
CANl40r HARM , . THAN NS 

7WE EVE OF ZOLTBC,^. 




\ ^' 


V 
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AS He PLUNGED OUT Of OR 61 T INTO THE 
UPPER FRINGES Of THE /ATMOSPHERE 
THE REMNANTS OF HIS SUIT HEATED UP 
INTO A brilliant friction RED..*# 


WITHOUT A CAPSULE, I'LL HAVE TO 
'FIND MV OWN WAY BACK TO EARTH 


splashdown was somewhere in the ENGLISH 
CHANNEL... 


THE LOWER STAG 6 OF HIS DESCENT WAS WITNESSED 
BY A transatlantic AiRLINE PILOT... 


WHAT ON EARTH (S IT 
/? MBT^O/^fTa ,P 


WHICH MEANT A LONG 5WIM ASHORE, AND A CLIFF TO 


climb before TJM kelly REACHgP CIVILISATION 



IS THAT THE OFFICES 
Of mr£LCQf^P^ TM KELLY 
here, REPORTING 

M/SSfO^ PCCQMPUSHeOf 
SORRY I HAD TO REVERSE 
■me CHARGES FOR THIS 

c al l. ... 
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CAPSULE ^ 
LAUNCHED.' 

OH COURSE FOR 
DiSTAFF 7 ' 


ftVE MONTHS HRD PASSED SINCE THE GLEAMING SPflCE- 
FRflGNTEA HflO LffT THE MfCHTY PLANET HOSMA .,. 
msrOF THE GALACTIC WQPtDS TO BE COtOmSED BV 
IMMtGHANTS PROM EARTH. NOW, THE FIERCE ROAR OF 
ROCHET-MOTORS SEEMED TO ECHO THE THANHFLIL SIGHS 
OF THE FHEfGHTER'S CREW ... 


THANK THE 
STARS.' yVE’VE 
GOT RID Of 
THEM AT 
LAST.' > 







Guided by computer signals from 

EARTH, THE CAPSULE FELL TOWARDS 
iTS DESTINATION-SOMEWHERE IN 
SOUTH AMERICA .. . 


TRAGGMAN WILL HAVE 
HIS HANDS FULL WITH THOSE 
TWO/ SEEMS A BIT HARSH, 

. THOUGH-/ / ^ 

_ _ ^ SAVE 

VOURPITV/ 

their 

preoccupation 

WITH SPORT 

SSiHKK WAS UNHEAITHV: 

1 WE HAD NO 
^1 CHOICE BUT TO 
iMWg^Bl^wA EXPEL THEM 

eromkosma: 




Far below, inside the great corrective 

CENTRE OF distaff 7, SOME OF THE 
INSTRUCTORS WERE WATCHING A TELECAST 
OF AN INTER-CONTINENTAL ATHLETfCS 
MATCH. . . -- - 


BARRETT 
OP AMERICA 
IS IN THE 
, LEAD/ 


THEY'RE OFF- 
THE FINAL OF 
THE 100 
^ METRES/ 


GOON, 

JACKSON 

GOON! 


^ HAH/ 
THE 

BRITISH 

RUNNER 

WAS 

LAST 

AGAIN, 


BARRETT 
HAS WON- 
IN5-A 
SECONDS 


IT'S A 
NEW 
WORLD 
RECORD 



























































Bob cahnoh turhbd away 

FROM m mNNIHG 
COUBfiOUES,. . 


^momnG Ens turnfd 

TOWARDS A STURD 
RED'ttmED 
EfiGllSffMRN 


Stui smarting with 

RACE. BOB WENT OUT 
TO THE RECEPTION 
AREA, WHERE THE 
CAPSULE FROM THE 
kOSMANIAN FREIGHTER 
WAS JUST LANDING.., 


REALLY, GANNON. 
WHY DO YOUR 
COUNTRYMEN 
PERSIST IN COMPETING 
WITH OTHER NATIONS? 
SRirAfN WILL ALWAYS BE 
THE CfNDEREUA OF . 
, SPORT! y 


BUT OUR rWN (Via 
COME.' WE LL FIND 
A WORLD-BEATER, 

ONE DAY i ,-^ 

JUST YOU 
WAIT I 
AND see: / \Li^ 


WHAT'S 
THE CARGO 
MAC? 


r UNSUITABLE 
MATERIAL FROM KOSMA 
CODE-CIPHER JAR AND 
HEfy.' BEEN DRIVING 
THEM MAD UP THERE.^ 
SO THEY say; r-T-^ 


GRAY, OKAY! 

I KNOW WE HAVEN'T 
PRODUCED A 
CHAMPION IN DYER 
SEVENTY YEARS../ 


~7 HERE 
^ COMES 
TRAGGWANJ 


THE FRICTION'HEATfO CAPSULE WAS 
SPRAYED WITH A COOLANT. THEN THE 
DIRECTOR OF DISTAFF ? STEPPED 

FORWARD ,.. /-^ 

-7— -^ STAND SACK/THE 

/ OCCUPANTS OF THIS CAPSUiE HAVE 
( SEEN SENT TO US FOR SEVERE 
V CORRECTIVE TRAINING 1 THEY COULD 
BE OANGEROUS.' ^ 


CAUnOtfSLY. THE HATCH 
OF THE CAPSULE SWUNG 
OPEN,THEN,.. 


GREAT 
DIEMOS! 
IT 'S A 
COUPLE OF 
KIDS! 


With fantastic ease, the powerfully^ 

Bunr YOUNGSTERS LEAPT AND SOARED 
THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEIR PURSUERS. 


THEY’VE COME FROM KOSMA 
REMEMBER ? THE SURFACE 
GRAVITY OF KOSMA IS SIX 
TIMES GREATER THAN ^ 
. EARTH / 


JAH...LOOK 
AT ME.' I 
FEEL AS 
LIGHT ASA 
LITRUS-LEAF 


ME, TOO, 
TIFFY/ 
WHAT'S 
HAPPENED 
TO US? 


I CAN’T BELIEVE 
IT.' THEY'RE 
COVERING THREE 
OR FOUR YARDS 
WITH EVERY . 
STRIDE/ y 


^ AFTER 
THEM. YOU 
FOOLS.' 
CATCH 
THEM...' 


OF COURSE I DOWN HFREJHOSE ^ 
KIDS CAN'T WEIGH MUCH MORE THAN 
A STONE ' HO WONDER THEY'RE > 
LIKE GAZELLES: 


SURPRISING 

MAC... 



fiT LAST, THE AMAIING NEW ARRIVALS WERE ROUNDED 
UP, AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE INFURIATED TFAGGMAN ... 


NOW I UNDERSTAND WHY YOU LITTLE SAVAGES Y HOLD IT, , 

----, WERE EXPELLED ^TRAGGMAN! 

I / FROM KOSMA ’ 

WELL, YOU'LL ^ 

. / Y LEARN THE 

1 meaning OF JPS," fo'B_. 

DISCIPLINE m 

' HERE,...y?5^ .^^4 



CAN’T YOU SEE THAT THEY'RE ^ 
JUST A COUPLE OF HIGH-SPIRITED 
LAOS ? LET THEM GET USED TO 
US BEFORE YOU START > 

TALKING ABOUT y 

Sw OISCIPLINB * 


CANNON ' 
MIGHT HAVE 
EXPECTED 
THIS FROM 

. VOU! . 
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F/f?Sr BOB TOOH HfB HUNGRi OmROBB 
TO THB CRNTBBH,.. /-^- 


TfrAT'S BEC/iaSf 
HOUR mVBMSNTB 
RRE SIX TIMES mJER 
THANJm WERE ON 
KOSMA! YOU USOON 
G OF 


TRRGGMAN MAD NO URim 
FOR THE GOOD-NATURED 
ENGUSHMAN ,. . 

GOlPLACr THEM IN 
YOUR CHARGE I IF 
THEIR PR06RE88 18 
NOT SATISFACTORY, 

THERE Win BE 


o 11 > 


BUT IN THE Gm, BOB FORGOT EVEN 
TRAQGMAN. AS THE BOVS FROM HOSMA 
UNIEASHED THEIR NEW-FOUND AQIUrfl 


WHEE! THIS IS A SUPER PIANET: 

[? 



BY GOILY-JUST LOOK 
AT'EM' THE 
TREMENOOWS EFFORT 
( \ 7^ OF MOVING ON 

\V I kosmahasc/ken 

rtfEMASNCRMAt 
STRENGTH AND 




R DARING IDEA IVA8 TAKING SHAPE IN 

808 CANNON'S Mm: / -^ 

JVIIND ' 
ABOUT THAT/ BUT 
IF MY HUNCH IS 
7 ftlGHT,*.THE PEOPLE 
OFKOSMAARE 

¥}■ GOING TO REGRET 

H [ ever expeuep 

you: ^ 


Bob hnew that all traces of earth 

NAT/ONAiirV HAD BEEN PEf/RfRATfLy fRASEP 
WHEN HOSMA HAO BEEN COLONISED ,../-^ 

GRANDFATHER 
CAME FROM 

i earth:WHY 
I DO YOU 
< ASH? A 


THEY DIE 
WHEN 
WE i 
BABlES.i 


...BUT YOU'VE 
GOT ENGL/SH 

accents: what 

ABOUT YOUR 
PARENTS? / 


11 \r V - Im w WrTH 

9( PROPER 

TRAINING 

l\ these LAOS 

COULD HOLD 

/ their own m 
ANY sport: 
they COULD 
put BRITAIN 

RIGHT BACH AT THE TOP I OH. HECK.., 
I DON'T EVEN KNOW IF THEY ARE . 
-- BRITISH: . ,—-sC 


llNIfORMEP GUARDS RUSHED FROM 
EVERY PART OF THE COMPOUND.. . 


Now THAT HE HAD MADE UP HIS 
MtND, BOB KNEW THERE WAS NO 
TURNING SACK. THAT NIGHT, . . 


But even as 

JAK SPOKE.. 


SURROUND THEM I 

traggman warned 

US TO KEEP AN EYE 
ON THAT GUV y 

k, cannon: 


the COMPOUND'S 
deserted: LET'S GO 
lads: WE'LL MAKE 
FOR THE MINICOPTER 
PORT' ^ 


SEARCHLIGRTSV 


THERE'S 

SOMEONE 

now: 


GOSH, 

MR. CANNON 
ARE YOU REALLY 
GOING TO TAKE 
US AWAY FROM 
THIS PLACE ?, 


IT'S ^ 
GANNQN-AND 
HE'S GOT THE 
SOVS WITH 


With bos flailing helplessly between 

THEM, THE POWERFUL YOUNGSTERS 
HUfiTLEO STRAIGHT AT THE EIGHT-FOOT 
BOUNPAKY WALL . . . 

—/ stop: 

Y'YOU'U NEVER 
MAHEITIWUU 

KILL US all: |L 

THAT FENCE IS 
. ELECTRIFIED ; ^ 


But, to bob cannon s amazement, 
JAH AND TIFFY GRABBED HtS ARMS ,.. 


HOLD STILL, 
MR. CANNON 
IT'S ONLY A 
LITTLE 

. jump: . 


^ WE'RE ^ 
GOING TO HELP 
YOU TO ESCAPE 
V NOW... . 


WE'RE NOT 
LEAVING YOU 
BEHIND. 

MR. cannon: 


ir 

r-r 

hjf 
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To 7 HB Ammo KfDS FROM HOSMA 
tr WAS AN BfFDRTLBSS IBAP ... 



SrfK NOiOfNG CANNON 
BfrMTfFN TNFM, THEY LANOFD 
AS LfGHriY AS FBATmS-AND 
KEPT ON R0NWIH6. 

SORRY LADS', BUT 
WE'LL NEVER MAKE IT 
ON FOOT TO THE 'COPTER 
PORT. irS nVE MILES 
AWAY/ 



f/FTfBN M/NUm LATBR 


LOOKS LIKE WE'RE 
HERE ALREADY, MR. 

^ cannon; ^ 


^ TRAGGMAN 
WON'T THINK 
WE'VE GOT THIS FAR 
IF HE HASN'T 
RADIOED THE 
COPTER PORT, WE'VE 
STILL GOT A 

V chance; 




WHERE NOW, 
MR. CANNON 


IT LOOKS 

LIKE TRAGGMAN 
HASN'T 
RADIOED THE 
PORT ^ 
CONTROLLERS 
YET' > 


THERE'S NO POINT IN US USING 
A LOCAL 'COPTER FOR A SHORT HOP. 

boys: as SOON as the alarm goes 

OUT A WrOE-SPREAD SEARCH WILL 

^ BE made; ^ 



KEY. CANNON! 
m SOT O/STAFf 
7 DNTKf prone; 
THOSE W08-; 


HeXTtNSTANL.. 


QLHCK-GET 
INTO THAT TRANS¬ 
OCEAN 'COPTER; WE 
CAN SETTLE THE 
BILL LATER I ^ 
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THB COiOSSAl 8URGB OP' 
TUB Mm JPTfi, THf TWNS-OCFflN 

6WNT SOON mi orn mn 
BEum, ., j e^awJg^ . 


^ ENCt/iND~THi 
ONLY SAFE PlACf FOR 

you: rvE got a hunch 

I WANT TO FOLLOWUP.' 


WHFRF ARE 
WE HFADfNG 
MR. CANNON 



FIVE HOURS iRTER. BOB CRNNON WAS RBDUdNG POWER ON THB 


HBILO. CONTAOl.' 
AfOUfSr PfRM/5R/ON 

TO land: 




in 11^1 
jiu lUh 


WB HAVE BEEN fXPfCTWG 
you/ PLEASE SETTLE ON BERTH 3 
IN FRONT OF THE CUSTOMS 
BUILDING. AN ESCORT IS ^ 
WAIUNG / 



W'MAI-IT LOOKS AS THOUGH 
TRAOGMAN HAS BEEN BUSY 
ON THE INTERCONTINENTAL 
^ TELECOM..; ^ 


YOU'YE CAUSED AN > 
INTERNATIONAL iNCWBNT, MR. 

cannon; the home secretary 

IS WAITING TO SEE YOU AT . 
^ CUSTOMS I Jj 


WB SURE 
GET 

AROUND 


GEE, lOHOON 



LUCHUY, WB HOMB SBCRBTARY 
WAS A REASON ABLE MAN, BUT, 


THE HOME SECRETARY WAS 
SEETHING WITH RAGE . . , 


ER-YOU SAY THEY HAVE A 
GRANDFATHER NOW LIVING ON 
HOSMA, AND THEIR PARENTS CAME 
FROM BRITAIN ? VERY WELL 
CANNON-r cm YOU nVE DAYS 
TO ftND UVm RBIATIVES WHO 
wai VOUCH BORTHEM! IN THE 
MEANTIME,THEY MUST STAY > 

IN CUSTODY.' ^ 


DON’T WORRY, 
KIDS-WHEREVER ^ 
YOU'RE GOING. I'LL SOON 
HAVE YOU out; BUT FOR 
PETE'S SAKE, DON'T GET 

^ rough: ^ 


MY INSTRUCTIONS 
ARE THAT THESE DANGEROUS 
CHILDREN MUST BE RETURNED 
^ TO DISTAFF 7 AT ONCE/ 


SIR, f AM CLAIMING ASYLUM ^ 
FOR THEM IN ENGLAND/ I HOPE TO 
BE ABIE TO PROVE THEY ARE BRITISH 
SUBJECTS— BUT YOUm GOT TO GIVE 
Alf TIME I ^ 


IT WONT BE AS BAD AS DISTAFF 7. 
CANNON-BUT THE LAW IS THE LAW, 
AS FOR KIDS GETTING ROUGH, YOU 
^ MUST BE JOKING^ 
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Ar THfiT mmsHT, ht n mnuEY MUGf 

mRTS SrmUfA, A mw TRAINING ROUTm WAS IN 
PROGRBSS FOR THB HUNDRED YARDS, USING A ROBOT 
PACER COMPUTED TO MOVE AT WORLD RECORD SPEED ... 



THE CRASH OF THE STARTING PISTOL ACTIVATED THE ROBOT'S 
ACOUSTIC EQUIPMENT AT THE SAME INSTANT AS THE 
RUNNERS LEAPED FROM THEIR BtOm. SECONDS LATER .. . 




SORRY, 

ANDY; 


RNDY BRYCE, THE FIERY OLD BRITISH 
TRAINER, WAS AS DESPONDENT AS 
USUAL ... 


rrs THE 01D STORY-AND ITS 
THE SAME WfTH THE JAVFIIN,THE 
DISCUS, AND THE POLE VAULT.' ALL 
RIGHT, WHEEt THE SOX OF TRICKS 
BACK TO ITS STABLE/ WE'RE STILL 
OUT OF THE RUNNING AS A FIRST 
CLASS SPORTS TEAM I 



STILL AS 
CRUSTY AS 
EVER. 
ANDY? 


WHY NOT, ANOY r 
THERE'S NO LAW AGAINST A 
JUNIOR RUNNING IN A SENIOR 
EVENT i AND BELIEVE ME. 
THESE KIDS ARE DYNAMITE I 


I THINK rVE GOT THE PERFECT 
ALL-ROUND SPORTSMEN FOR YOU. IF 
YOU'LL CARE TO LISTEN FOR A MINUTE 


Rl THAT MOMENT IN WALKED 608 CANNON.,. 


WHTHAFEW CRISP WORDS, 

BOB TOLD THE STORY OF TOE 
AMAIiHC HIOS FROM HOSMA .. 


A COUPLE OF 

W§m YOUNGSTERS IN WORLD 
Wrm SPORT? CANNON,YOU'RE 
\ OUT OF YOUR HEAD; 


HELLO, CANNON! 
IF YOU’VE COME 
OVER FROM SOUTH 
AMERICA FOR A 
JOB. WE NEED 
RUNNERS, NOT 
TRAINERS i 



OfSPITE HIS ROUGH MANNER, THE OLD 
TRAINER HAD A Uf ART OF GOLD .. . 


^ ALL RIGHT, I'U PULL STRINGS. 
AND GET THEM ALONG HERE UNDER 
GUARD! BUT I CAN'T 00 ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE FIVE DAY UlTIMATUM- 
THAT'SUPTOYOU! 



MN HOUR LATER 


GEE. LOOK 
WHERE THEY'VE 

brought USi 


r I ALWAYS THOUGHT 
YOU KAO A STRANGE SENSE 
OF HUMOUR, CAN NON-NOW 

I KNOW it: kids like these 

COULD HARDLY HOLD A 
. SENIOR JAVELIN! ^ 


OH, SHUT UP, JONES 
YOU'RE NOT SO HOT 
WITH rr YOURSELF! 
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THROIVN/rfliMOST 
rHRff HUNDRED 
. yARDS: ^ 


IMPOSStBlBi 


f HOPE VOU 8EUEVE ^ 
ME NOW. ANDV.'THESE 
Kr08 CAN DO MARVELS 



BUTJRH RNDVFfy 

WBRBN-T nmSHBD. 


IT'S A BIT LIGHT, MR. CANNON 
IP YOU SA/NG ANOTAFR ONE. ML 

s^tnrqwtwoatoncb: ^ 


SET OP VOUR POLE VAULT AT 
FIFTEEN FEET, SIR-m CIBAR 
7HB BAR WfTROUT USING A 

POIBI ^ 



I THOUGHT YOU’D 
BE IMPRESSED, 
ANDY.' ^ 


BR~JAK. I'M SORRY 
AB0U7-BR-mA7 

ism mr now .' 


THAT’S AU RIGHT 
^ MR. JONES! 


Bob cannon mRiBoiv 

QUnTBNFD DOWN THE KfOS^ 
AND. .. 


- f rVE SEEN 

NOTHING LIKE IT IN 
A WHOLE LIFETIME 
OF SPORT! 



CANNON, IF WE USE THESE KIDS IN THE BRITISH 
TEAM, ini BE A WORLD SENSATION ' ANOTHF 
mBRNATtONAl FINAIS tN NBW YORK ARB ONLY 
7HRBB DAYS AWAY; TRACK DOWN THE 
RELATIVES TO VOUCH FOR THEM'AND THEN 
THE KIDS CAN GO WITH US ' 


___ ^ 

PEOPLE WORKING 

ON IT NOW. ANDY-All 
THE RECORDS ARE 
BEING SEARCHED! 






eur THAT NIGHT, BOB RECEIVED 
GRIM NBW8...y- 

I'M SORRY, MR. 
CANNON-ACCORDING TO THE 
COMPUTERS. THERE IS NO TRACE 
OF ANY LIVING BRITISH RELATIVE 
IN THE RECORDS TO VOUCH FOR 
CHILDREN NAMED JAK AND 
TIFFV 


* • ▼ 


IN THAT CASE,THERE’S 
ONLY ONE THING LEFT FOR 
TO DO! ANDY, BOON MEAN 
L INTBRSTBILAR RADfO-CAU 
^ TOKOSMAI 
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Mftf/IF BOB CANMOH WAB tH Ammft 
ROOM RRfRKWG rOROSMR, nHOiBRYCB. 
m OLD TAAtNBK TAiKiD TO TAE ROME 
BECBBTAKi OfER THE TEiEBCAN ,,. 


REALLY, BRYCE, THIS IS MOST IRREGULAR 
BUT AS YOU SAY. trS FOR THE GOOD OF 
BRITISH SPORT! VERTWEU.THEHOSfAA 
CHUDREN CAH GO TO NEW iORH UNOER 
ESCORT- BUT I WARK YOU, IF THE 
DISTAFF 7 PEOPLE TRY TO GET THEM 



And so, M^Nf n wp BsmsH sports term boarded 

THE TRANS ATI ANTtC ORBfTAl GUDER, TWENTY FOUR 
HOURS LATER,.. 


TAHtNG THE KOSmNIAN 
^ RIDS WITH THEM' 


THE PRESS AND TELEVISION 
MEN ARE ON TO U9 i IF THEY MARE 
A WORLD WIDE REPORT, AND 
TRAGGMAN HEARS IT... . 


DON'T WORRY, SOB 
WE'LL HANDLE THAT 
WHEN IT HAPPENS! 










TWO HOURS lATER.THE HUGE GUDER WAS HURTUNG 
DOWN THROUGH THE STRATOSPHERE TOWARDS NEW YORK 


^ STOP WORRYING, 
BOB. THERE'S BEEN 
NOTHING ON THE GLIDER 
TELEVIEW ABOUT THE 
s. KIDS: > 


1 YOU FORGET ONE 
} THING, ANDY — 
f TRAGGMAN AND 
HIS TEAM WILL BE 
AT THE NEW YORK 
fINAtS, ANYWAYI IT'S 
BEEN A HIGH SPOT 
FOR THE CORRECTIVE 
CENTRE FOR YEARS! 



DO WE 
GET AN 
ICE 

CREAM? 


YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE IN TRAINING 




'TTfnmr^ 


^ ANDY, THESE KIDS DON'T NEED 
ANY TRAINING I AND ANYWAY, THE 
TEN THOUSAND METRES ISN’T UNTIL 
TOMORROW'SOITHINK WE CAN 


STRETCH A POINT j 


fiur THERE WAS NO TROUBLE AT HEW YORK 

STRATOPOAT. AND FfNAllY, WHEN THEY 
ENTERED THE HUGE STADtUM ... 


Bryce and bob cannon had 

AGREED THAT THE TEN THOUSAND 
METRES WOULD BE WEAL PROOF 
TO THE WORLD OF THE FOV8’ 
AMAZING M08MAN/AN STAMLNA. 
NEXT MORNtNG ... 
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fls THE TWO Hm fimFU iNTO THE OPEN, AN 
AMUSED MURMUR CAME FROM THE CROWDED 
STANDS, iT WAS AS TtFEJ HAD SAtO^-NBW YORH 
WAS AGOQ WITH THE NEWS ABOUT THE JUNIOR 
BRmSH ATHLETES,, . 






/iNDTHE CROWD roared: 
MBANWHUE, , . # 



To THE UTTER AMAJEMENT OF THE NEW mRERS. 

JAR AND TtFFY BEQAN TO SHOOT AHEAD IN THE RACE,.. 




^rrS FANTflSTIC-AMAriNG- 
ONSHJfMBtfFOIKSJHESE TWO 
LITUF Km ARE MAKING THE 
QREATESr RUNNERS IN THE WORtD 
^ LOOK l/KE TORTOISES / ^ 


TKAOWNG flWWy THE REMAINS OF 
THE LOUIES, Ttffy LEHG7HENED 
THEIR STRIDE ,,. 


IN ANOTHER FEW MINUTES, THE 
HOSMANIANRIDS HAD lURPiD 

THi flHP! I- V, 

- «r , r .-J finding it a 




IT'S A CIRCUS 
TRICK! THEY'RE DWARFS 
IN DISGUISE ' 


EVER SEEN A DWARF 
RUN TEN THOUSAND 
METRES BEFORE-AND 
BEAT THE WORLD? 


GIVE THEM 
SOME MORE 
LOLLIES; 


Tfff CROWD ROARED WITH 
DELISHT .. 


THE AACf HAD BECOME A FARCE' AT 
THE FINISH, THE RIDS FROM R03MA 
HAD NOTONiy BROHENALL RECORDS. 
BUT LAPPED7HE flElD TWICE! 

AS THEY CAME UP TO THE TAPE, AIL 



IS 



















































































But reflCGMflN w/i$ Gom to nm rwf imsAt 


OKAY. GUARDS, GRAS THEM,' THE RACE 
18 NUt£ AND VOW! THEY ARE NCyT BRITISH 
. SUBJECTS, BUT K08MANIAN8 / 


COME ON, 
ANDY, 
WE* RE NOT 
LETTING 
HIM SEIZE 
THE 
BOYS; 



rNE CAOWD^S GOOD HUMOUR 
SUDDENIY CHANGED TO A TAAfATEN/NG 
MURMUR, ANP,.^ 


IT'S BEEN THE 




GREATEST RACE IN HISTORY-ANDTHE 
KIDS ARE GETTING RUN OFF THE 
COURSE' WHO'S THAT GUY 
GRABBING HOLD OF THE KIDS? 



PAHDBMOmUM 
BROKE tOOBi! 







Bur THEN... ~f 




WHAT’S GOING ON HBRB? 




I THE fWP 1 
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PRESSURE SUIT 

An American Air Force type full-pressure suit, 
similar to that used by astronauts, would be 
modified for the strato-jump and would cost the 
equivalent of C4,000, The helmet would have an 
electrically-heated visor. 


MAIN PARACHUTE 


This 28-foot modified military ’chute would 
give the jumper maximum manoeuvrability 
and would open automatically at 4,000 feet. 


ALTITUDE MEASURING 
DEVICE 

The descent rale of the parachutist would be 
measured and recorded by this gadget. A 
battery-[iowered transmitter would send signals 
to an electronics van on the ground. The device 
would be housed in the reserve parachute pack. 


TAPE RECORDER 

During free fall, the parachutist could transmit 
his reactions into a tape recorder carried in the 
leg pocket of his pressure suit. 


A specially designed 24-foot slow descent rate 
'chute would have a forward speed of 13-15 
m.p.h. in calm a»r. Fitted with automatic and 
manual 'chute openers, it would operate at 
6,500 feet, 4 min. 22 secs, after bale-out. 


FREE-FALL OXYGEN UNIT 

A bale-out oxygen breathing system would be 
carried in the main parachute container and 
would start operating minutes before the jump. 


DROGUE ’CHUTE 

A 6-foot hemistflo drogue 'chute would be used 
only in an emergency. It would stabilise the 
jumper and p re ventspinning during the descent'. 
This ’chute is believed to be less effective than 
“free fall ’’ Hying for stabilising the body. 


RESERVE PARACHUTE 


"pHE first real parachutists in the world 
were men who jumped from captive 
balloons. This was during the First World 
War. The fighter pilots of this era were real 
do-or-die heroes, for if a plane was shot up 
in a dogfight the only hope of survival the 


pilot had was to make a crash-landing. No 
parachute was issued to a pilot, and in fact 
the “high authorities** of the time resisted 
its introduction into the Royal Flying Corps. 

But the observers who went up in captive 
balloons behind the front line, to dangle in 
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MAXIMUM ALTITUDE. PARACHUTIST SWITCHES 
TO BALE-OUT OXYGEN SUPPLY. -80« F. 22 
MILES UP. 





bale-out 


90,000 FEET. 1 MINUTE AFTER BALE-OUT 
JUMPER REACHES MAXIMUM SPEED. 750 M.P.H. 
. . . FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF SOUND. 


0 

0 

0 

» 

I 

I 

1 

« 

% 



6,500 FEET. 4 MINUTES, 22 SECONDS AFTER 
BALE-OUT. MAIN PARACHUTE AUTOMATICALLY 
DEPLOYS. 


I 


% 

\ 

« 

t 

t 

t 

I 

I 

I 

I 


4,000 FEET. RESERVE 
PARACHUTE AUTO¬ 
MATICALLY DEPLOYS. 


JUMPER MANOEUVRES FOR LANDING. 



launch 


landing 


a basket at a height of 1,000 feet, were issued 
with parachutes. The reason was that they 
had probably no chance of escape if the balloon 
was shot up. If the great hydrogen-filled gas¬ 
bag was pierced by tracer bullets, it would 
turn into a blazing furnace within moments. 


The ’chute used was attached to the balloon- 
basket by a static line, and the observers 
jumped over the side. 

It is a peculiar trick of fate that the latest 
attempts on a bigh-altitude parachute jump 
are also to be made from a balloon 1 
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through rarified 
it sounds. If 
’chute too soon 


These attempts will be made 
in the United States. And 
there is a practical reason for 
them, as well as breaking the 
high-altitude record. They are 
to find out if it is possible 
for an astronaut or pilot of 
a high-altitude aircraft to 
bale out and then moke a 
free fall of i8 miles before 
opening his ’chute. 

For a parachute drop 
air is far more tricky than 
the parachutist opens his 
and there isn’t enough 


air to fill out the canopy, the lines will 
tangle underneath the collapsed and whirling 
’chute, and it will never open at all. 

Therefore the parachutist takes with him 
an oxygen supply, and an altimeter, and doesn’t 
pull the ripcord until- he has dropped to a 
height at which he knows there is enough air 
to fill the ’chute. 

But then his major problem is that as he 
falls he goes into a spin^—and if this spin 
increases, he will black out, and may never 
recover consciousness before he hits the 
ground. 

During the Second World War, a French 
paratrooper solved this problem of spinning. 
He discovered that if you stretched your arms 
and legs out as you were falling, so that you 
were spieadeagled, this stopped the spin en¬ 
tirely. In fact, if you were falling from a 
great enough height, and had enough time, 
you could manoeuvre yourself around in the 
air, as if you were a bird, by moving your 
arms and legs. It was even possible to turn 
yourself over on your back, and lie quite 
comfortably on a cushion of air, as you fell ! 

But the problem at really high altitudes is 
—will there be enough air for this technique 
to work 7 And just in case it doesn’t, the 
jumper will carry with him a special drogue 
'chute, to be opened up if he goes into a spin 
so dangerous that it can’t be controlled. 

The balloon used for the ascent is a modified 
high-altitude balloon, filled with helium. At 
ground-level, the shimmering plastic gasbag is 
like a great drawn-out pear-drop, with the gas 
clustering at the top, and the gasbag beneath 
hanging in folds. But as the balloon rises 
into rarified air, and the air pressure outside 
the balloon drops, the helium inside the balloon 
begins to expand. 

At a height of about 20 miles, the gasbag 
has expanded into a huge sphere I 


The gondola under this gasbag will be of 
the simplest and lightest construction, not 
much more than an alloy framework with a 
floor to stand on, and some kind of covering. 
And the jumper will Just step off the frame¬ 
work. 

His kit for this fantastic jump? An 
American Air Force type full pressure suit. 
For he is practically on the verge of space. 

The jump, if successful, will beat the exist¬ 
ing United States high-altitude Jump record 
by three and a half miles. And the man who 
makes the jump will also have become the 
world's highest-ever balloonist. 

As soon as he steps off the balloon gondola, 
22 miles above the Earth, he will dictate every¬ 
thing that happens during the drop into a tape 
recorder strapped to the leg of his suit. 

There will be no wind resistance, in fact no 
real sense of falling at all. He will be like an 
astronaut who has just stepped out of a capsule. 
Above him will be the starry darkness of inter¬ 
planetary space. Below, the Earth will stretch 
out like an unreal map towards the slightly 
curving horizon. 

But he is falling fast. And before a few 
minutes have passed he will have accelerated 
almost to the speed of sound ! And though 
the air at high altitudes is rarified, he will 
rapidly become aware of the increasing pressure. 

During this period he will use the spread- 
eagled stabilising technique. 

As he drops into the levels of denser air, 
his rate of fall will s/ow, as the air resistance 
builds up. And he will finally reach what is 
the stable terminal velocity of any body 
normally failing through air—120 m.p.h. 

If his emergency drogue ’chute has to be 
used at all, it will be .during this period of 
free fall. 

Now the clouds, which seemed motionless 
several seconds before, will appear to rush up to 
meet him and, as he falls through the thick white 
fog at an incredible speed, he will be able to see 
neither earth nor sky—but the worst is over. 

Soon he will be confronted by a fantastic, 
panoramic view of the countryside as he fails 
to meet it. Probably helicopters will circle 
round him, their crews watching carefully in 
case of emergency . . . 

After approximately four minutes, his main 
parachute will open automatically at 6,500 feet. 

Then, at 4,000 feet, his reserve ’chute will 
open—also automatically. 

The parachutist will make a gentle touch¬ 
down, eight minutes after stepping off into 
space—a world record breaker I 
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UNH£RALD£D, ITS SOURCf (INKNOWN, 
TH£ 0£ADLY ATTACK CONTtNUSD ... 


W Gmr 
A Bmimn* 

V BUimBK$i 


Som rnmns atur tk£ aui£o 

LANDINGS IN FRANCE tN 1944, 

THE INVtNCtBU CAPTAIN HERCULES 
HURRICANE OF THE ROUt MARINE 
COMMANDOS AND HiS PINT^ SITED 
BATMAN, MAGGOT MALONE, WERE 
STATIONED IN SOUTHERN ENGLAND. 
AT THAT TIME, VIOLENT AND 
MYSTERIOUS EXPLOSIONS ROCKED 
1H£ HOM£ COUNTIES . . . 


WAA H i 

WHO THRBW THAT 
EARTHQUAKE ’ 


MAGGOT HAD HIS OWN PET THEORY 


I RECKON 
irs EXPtOPrNG 
^4^ MAINS. 
^ SKIPPER/ 


JOINING A TOP SECURITY CONFERENCE, HURRICANE 

LEARNT THE TRUTH . . . y-- 

- j T CAPTAIN, 

| j / THESE EXPIOSIONS ARE CAUSED 

[ BY A GERMAN NEW SECRET ROCKET/ 1 : 

KNOWN AS V2 / THE MAIN FIRING I 
!RSITE IS SOME MIIES BEHIND THE / 
>*. JERRY FRONT UNI, IN ^ 

. V HOUAND/ 


GAHi 

YOU WOULD ^ 
THINK OT SOME 
BARMY EXPLANATION 
LIKE THAT, MUTTON* 
_ HEAD/ , 


EXCUSE 
ME/SIR-THE 
C.O. WANTS YOU 
^ URGENTLY/ . 


WE HOPE THESE FAKE PLANS WILL 
LULL THE NAIIS INTO A FALSE SENSE OF 
SECURITY . • . BECAUSE LATER WE 
SHALL LAUNCH A SURPRISE > 
ATTACK ON THE SITE / 


WE WANT YOU TO ALLOW 
' YOURSELF TO BE CAPTURED, 
HURRICANE! YOU WILL CARRY FAKE 
BRITISH PLANS/ INDICATING THAT 
OUR NEXT BIG PUSH OUTIN FRANCE 
. WILL GO NOWHERE NEAR THE 
^ ROCKET SITE/ ^ 


AYE, AYE, SIR- 
LEAVE IT TO ME 
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DiUBettATf cmuAf WM mm 
so HUOSieANe'S mission was 
VCIllD IN SfCRlCr ... 


NiAeOOT WAS HUNT AND INDIGNANT 


I'M TAKINS 
YOU AS FAR AS 
NORTHERN FRANCE <TICH 
AFTER THAT I WON'T 
BE NEEDING YOU 
FOR A BIT I 


THE CAP'N \Y' ■ Be 

CAN'T FOOl ME/ 

C'S OFF ON SOME SPECIAL 
MISSION... AND LEAVIN' 
'IS FAITHFUL BATMAN . 
94 BEHIND ! 


IT'S A DIABOLICAL 
LIBERTY - 'E CAN'T 
GET ON WITHOUT ME 
. I'lLFOIlOW'IMt 
THAT'S WHAT ^ 
-TL I'll DO ' 


go mem WAS rue iime batman on pursuit that 
H e fAiieo TO see rue warnino Noriee . .. ,— 


" 'ERE I COME, 
ERCUIES. ME OLD CHINA 
WHEREVER WO60- . 
^ / GO' ^ 


fcmiOH!i 

* W6#f J 

mosmi 


The MASSfi/E MAfttNE ms Also 
ABSORBEO IV/W HtS THOUGHTS .. 


AND SOON. INSIDE EHEm 
HELD HOLIHND . . . /- 


ACHWNG i 

A emscm f 


tC AH.HAJ 
HERE'S A BUNCH 
OF JELLY-KNEED SWABS 
BUT I'D BETTER NOT 
GIVE IN TOO L 
irt- EASILY/ 


r SCUPPER ME I 
1 DON'T LIKE 

SURRENDERING TO PRUSSIAN 
PERISHERS. BUT THEY'VE 
GOT TO FIND THOSE 
. FAKE PAPERS ON tAlJ ^ 
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31181 eOMt AND etTM£, 
iOU MOTH‘CATlN OBJECTS 
ODDS Of f0U8-T0-0Ne 
< A8f JUST ABOUT BIOHr 
\ f08 A MARim / 

V COtAfAAHDOl 


HANDS UP 

pioDoe; 


ONI MORE 
FOR LUCK-AND THEN 
I'LL LET THE OTHERS 
■ OVERPOWER AAE 


AT THAT MOMtHT, MAOOOT 
ARRIVED ON THE SCtNl. ■. 


r SWIPE ME . 

I KN£W THIS WOULD 'APPEN 
TNf SKIPPER'S SOW AND 
SOT 'IMSHt INTO A _ 
C RtCHT OID fix I -d 


^ SURRENDER 


%EAMH HI/A 


^ THINK AGAIN. 1 
UGLY MUG ' YOU WON'T 
DO NO SEARCHIN' WHEN 
THESE FlIPPIN' GRENADES 
■ GET AMONG YOU > 


NflTHfR HURRICAHt 
NOR THl GERMANS 
SAW WRAT WAS 
ROUINB TOWARDS 
THEM ... i 


At that moment, 

THC lITTlt BAT/AAN 
mot A SHATTCRIN6 
DISeOVlRY ... n- 


STONt 

THl CROWS- 
I MUST HAVt 
DMPPSD 
k. ONE' . 
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TWO eXPLOSiONS BROKS OUT 
JOGBTHBR- one lARGB AND ON£ 
SMALL* /u. luu ' A -TiramiT 


Tub BIG MAN WAS 
ASTOUNOBDf 


T£Um-J 


SUfPBRfNG 
CATFISNJ HOWTKE 
THUMP DID THAT 
V HAPPEN ? ^ 


TH£ CNASi WAS 
AT 

TOP SPfBD f 


And by wf timi macgot mad A\ 

RBCCVeRfO FROM TMF FFFFCTS Of fV 
JHF BLAST . * . ,r j / -H ) 


Bur TMF GIANT COMMANDO WAS 
PETFRMmD TO CARRY OUT HtS 
ViTAl MISSION . * . /=—- 


'r WHERE THE 

DECK'S THE ere lump 

GOiN*? DOK'T'EKNOW 
THERE’LL BE JERRIES 
mRYWMBRE HERE IN 
-f HOLLAND? . 


SHIVER ME TIMBERS, 

A MARINE CAN'T SURRENDER 
TO ON£ UNDERSIZED HUNi 
Vll HAVE TO FIND SOME 
* AIOI?f OF THE SWABS ' /- 


CRfRiY! 
i*S BHTiN* OFF 
AGAIN t , 


BRAma THE MAIL 
OF Fm, TMi GALLANT 
HTTIF BATMAN 0R0Y£ 
ON, THEN SUDDENLY, 


MASCOT SOON FOUND EVIDENCE 
TO PROVE HtS WOROS ... ^ 


HIMMEL 
HERE COMES 
ANOTHER 
BRITiSCHER ^ 


L-LOR ^ ^ 
LUUADUCK / 
W^WMAPS TNAT 
FLAMIN* GREAT 
THING ? ^ 


SHOOT 
HIM f 








m 


TjS 














































































^ SWIPE WE, *" 
THE SKIPPER'S TRYIN 
TO PROTECT SOME 
SECRET OOCOMENTS. 


GOOD.'THIS IS J 
U WHERE I PUT ON ) 
^ A lITTlE dCT FOR * 
THESE GOOSE-STEPPING 
^ WONKEYS / r* 


ONE SHOCK WAS fOllOWlD BY AHOTHIH / 


' OH, NO 
THE SKIPPER'S 
FALLEN INTO 
JERRY HANDS 
AGAIN ' . 


HURmCAHl HAD NOT tKPCCTCO TO UNO THl 

BOCKiT sue iTseiF- but hi was stcHiny 

-- SATISfllD ... 

ACH,THE ENGLANDER V y - ^ 

HAS SOME SECRET PAPERS, } ^ 

HERR LEUTNANT.'^X - 


a 


sHATTsme Beuow rang out . 


so HELP ME, YOU'RE NOT 
STUDYING THOSE PLANS, YOU SAUSAGE¬ 
EATING RABBLE.' lU MAKE MINCEMEAT 
OUT OF YOU FIRST / 


MA660T TOOK IN THE SITUATION 
AT A 61ANCE- OK THOUSH THEOa! n ^ 


--ii. 


O o 


^ YOU ^ 
^ INTERFERING ^ 
MISERABLE LITTLE 
TADPOLE / m^yiOONi 
AH^ tponi mi moi£ 
PimHm* opmitoH i 
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SoutHow, TH£ auAKiHe iirrit batman 
BROKe me 


n RID MIST FlOATtD BEfORl HtRCUUS 
HORRICANE'S CYIS ARP HE ERUPTED INTO 
A TBRRIBIE « RASIN’ FURY"! «... 


COME BACK 'ERE AND'^QW 
TAKE YOUR MEOieiNE \ §s H 
IIKE A REAL MARINE, > 3 ft 

, YOU IIIY’IIVERED 
S lANPlUBBERI 

I r ^OK OH SOME ■ 

YOUR om 


ACRTUHOI THE 
BRIVSCHERS ARE 
ESCAPING I ^ 


r GREAT BLISTERIN'BUIWARKS 
YOU’LL PAY FOR THIS, FLANNEL 
BRAIN! OIT READY FOR 
TNE CtOBBERINS OF 
I ALL TIME ! 


THIS GRENADE WIL 
SOON SnP THE PIGOOeS! 


BUT THE GRENADE MISSED THE 
VNO MARINES-’AND HIT THE > 
MOVING TRUCK OF f ^ 
HIGH EXPlOSim ! I 


But THE imiE batman stiu had one 

WORRY.. - _ — T 


MND AS THE THUNDERING 
ECHOES DIED AWAY... ^ 


ER ... I 'OPE 
YOU AIN'T STILL 
ANNOYED WITH 
ME. CAP'N ! 


LUMME : 
WHERE'S THAT 
BLOOMIN' 
ROCKET GONE, 
SKIPPER » j 


FORGET IT, SHRIMP' 
THE OBJECTIVE WAS 
ACHIEVED- A BIT 
EARLIER THAN 
iw EXPECTED/ > 


RIGHT UP, 

TICK 1 THAT'S ONE 
SITE THOSE SNEAKY 
SWABS WON'T BE 
Sw USING AGAIN .' ^ 
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(T'S NOT SUITABLE TOR 
CHILDRENj YOU WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO SLEEP IF YOU 
WERE TO SEE ITL GO AND 
PLAY WITH YOUR TOYS 
^ IN THE KITCHEN J ^ 


COO.' LET’S ^ 
HAVE FRONT SEATS 
WE DON'T WANT TO 
MISS THIS! 



LET'S BLOW UP THESE 
SWIMMING RINGS AND 
PUT ON OUR TOY SPACE 
HELMETS AND PLAY AT 
BEING MARTIANS.' 




WE GROWN-UPS 
CAN STAND THIS HAIR- 
RAISING FILM! IT WON'T 
SPOIL OUR NIGHT'S ^ 
REST 



I'LL MAKE THE TOP 
WHIZZ THROUGH THE 
AIR LIKE A REAL 
FLYING SAUCER I ^ 
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IT* 

LANDED 
IN THE 
GARDEN 


THAT 
IVAS A 
«V/NG 
SAUCER 






AN EMERGENCY 
EH? riL START 
OPERATION 
" SPACEMAN"; 


SECRET 
DEFENCE RQ 






















































































H’MM! IT APPEARS THAT 
ALL MY MEN ARE AT THE 
CINEMA, SO YOU MUST 
HELP! WEAR THIS 
PROTECTIVE clothing: 


HAVEN'T YOU 
GOT ONE IN 
PINK? BLUE 
DOESN'T SUIT 

MY 

COMPLEXION 



YOU’D BETTER TAHE THIS 
SPECIAL RAY GUN.' IT WILL 
TURN THE BRICHS OF YOUR 
HOUSE INTO DUST-THEN 
WE'LL BE ABLE TO SEE 
THE MARTIANS AND 
w CAPTURE THEM BEFORE , 
V THEY HARM YOUR V 
CHILDREN.' / 






fCjK; 








V 


mi 





NO MARTIANS 
THERE — IT WAS, 
S^THE YOUNGSTERS 


AND THAT'S 
THE END OF 
THE SPACE 
. THRILLER/. 


SMASHING 


^ THE 
BRICKS 
ARE 

CRUMBLING 



r OW/ I 
DON'T 
/ THINK 
' MUCH OF 
THIS 

TOOTECTIVE 
CLOTHING : 


IT TOOK US FIVE 
YEARS TO MAKE THAT 
STUFF TO DISSOLVE 
BRICKS-AND NOW 


YOU'VE USED IT 
^ ALL UP.' 






" IT WON'T SPOIL OUR 
NIGHT’S REST” HE SAID 


r© 



Tv 0 

^ II* n J'^lj ' 

il^lr n jKi 
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FoaOt^fNG A RAY MACHtNB 
ACCmtiT, LOUIS CRANOEU 
fOUNDTHAT AH ELECTRIC 
SfiOCH MflOf HIM mviSLBlE 
EXCfPT FOR «/S ARnFICWl 
STFEi HANO.HE BfCAMF A 
SECRET AGENT AND 
ACQUIRED THE ABlLITy TO 
ElECTRtn Am CONDUCTIVE 
MATERlAl HE TOUCHED, 


A MAH WALKED AlONE AND WN-NOTfCfO OOtVN 
A BUSY STREET^ AS INCONSPICUOUS AB ANY 
OF THE MORHINO SHOPPERS.,, - 


It was LOUIS CRANDELl-SECRET AGENT-AND 
THE BLEEPING CAME FROM A MICRO- 
TRANSMITTED BUILT INTO HIS INCREDIBLE 
ARTIFICIAI RIGHT HAND... . 


... AND THEN THERE SOUNDED A FAINT. INSISTENT 
SLEEPING. AUDIBLE ONLY TO THE MAN HIMSELF. 
UNHURRIEDLi. HE TURNED INTO A QUIET MEWS... 


CRANDELL 

here! what 

IS VOUR 
MESSAGE? 



GET A HOLD 

ONYOURSEIR CRANDELL 
IVHAT YOU ARE ABOUT 
TO SEE IS UTTERLY 
FANTASTIC.../NWfOWf.. 

START RUNNING THE 
k FILM I 


REPORT TO Ppn. 
HfAL?Ot/ARTfRS AT * 
ONCE! THIS IS AMEMERGENCt 
A RSQ emergency: 


THE WHISPERED VOICE FROM 
THE STEEL CLAW WAS BRIEF- 

ANDUMSHT! 


m 




l¥/TR/N/Vf/NUrfS, LOUIS CRANDELL WAS IN A 
DARREMED PROJECTION ROOM AT THE HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE SHADOW SQUAD..* 
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THl SCRBCN niCHCRCD INTO IIH 


NOW WATCH' 
ClOSJlY...rHflT 
SMOOTH OBJECT 
IN THE CENTRE 
WHICH COULD BE 
JUST ANOTHER 
ROCK 



CHEAT 

SCOTT 




THE WHIRR OF THE PROJECTOR 
DIED AWAY.. .1- 


OUR LONG RANGf 
PHOTO-PROBES PICKED THAT 
UP AFTER A REPORT OP AN 
UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT CRASHING 
INTO THE SEA OFF THE 

ORKNEYS, CRANOELL.' 



V.H.S. 
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THE PREVIOUS DRy, ^ 
OBSERVATORIES REPORTED 
THE ENTRY OF A LARGE BODY 
INTO THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE 
THIS LOOKS LIKE IT.' YOUR 
TASK...CO TO THE OfiRNEYS 

AND SEE mar iwiirti 
CAN BE done: 



Within HOURS, louis crandeii had 

ARRIVED BY A/R AT THE SECRET MIIITARV 
BASE WHICH HAD BEEN HASTIIV SET UP 
ONTHE ISIANDOF BAINACARRA.. . j 


I UNDERSTAND 
A CONSIGNMENT OF 
THE LATEST NUCLEAR 
SHELLS ARRIVED JUST 
BEFORE I DID? 


THE TH/NC, WHATEVER IT IS, IS ON THAT ^ 
ISLAND. CRANOELL.' IT HASN’T MOVED... 

yet; but evervthinc mvartiuerv 
. throws at it bounces off like PEAS! 




UDDENIV 


THERE 
IT IS ! 


CORRECT 
BEARING TO 
NINETY-FORTY 
OPEN sights; 
FIRE ONE! 
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THEN 



...flNP tTLOOHS 
AS TMOUGH THBRB'S 
NOTHING WB’VB GOT 
THAT CAN STOP IT! 


fVS 

OBCIDBD 

TO 

RBTAUATB 


NitRACUiOUStV, CRANDBU AND 
THB GBNBRAL WBRB JUST TAR 
ENOUGH AWAi fROfA THB GUN 
TOBSCAPB.,, 



HARDLY WBRB THB WORDS OUT QT 
CRANDBU’S MOUTH, 8BT0RB ANOTHER 
OBAfBNlHG SERIES OP EXPLOSIONS 
TORE THE Ct/EE TOP >1 PART.' 



WELL. GENERAL. WHATEVER 
ULTfMATE PERIL HAS TO BE 
EACED-WE'REON OUR 
^ OWN: 



THERE WAS AN INTENSE HUMMING SOUND. 
AND NOW A HARSH, METALLIC VOICE 
CRACRLED ACROSS THE WATER,,, 


XrrLr*^ THE EYE OE KA 

SEES ALL* THERE ARE 
^BUT TWO OE YOU iEET ALIVE, 
EARXHtlNGSi YOU ARE 
^ SPARED—SPARED TO TAKE 
>S THIS MESSAGE TO YOUR 
.-C GOVERNMENT,: 
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. I, THl flOMKCf SCOUT OF fm 
THf INVASm FORCe FOR THF *■ 
Pl/INfT Hffl-MASWON, «AVf PROVfD 
THAT WS ARS mVINCIBlS! I DflAAND 

coMPiFTF surrfndbr: is it not < 

SfTrfR FOR VOU TO UVl AS OUR » 
SlAVeS, RATHFR TRAN SC ^ 
eXTFRMINATfO ? 



NOT VCT. GENERA! 
THE GENERATOR 
LORRIES FOR THE 
ARTIllERY BATTERY. 
lYfffRf WFRF THIY 
s. RARKtD? 


THE EYE... IT MUST 
BE ABIE TO SEE WITH 
FANTASTIC POWER .'WHAT 
ARE WE TO DO? WC'RE ^ 
. BEATEN.' 



na f* 1 / 

THERE...BEHIND 
THE DUNES.' BUT 
HOW CAN THEY.. 


THEY 

MAY GIVE US 
A CHANCE.' 
COME ON/ . 



^muQH m mmsEms, we 

LORRIES HRO BEEN SPRRBD THE 
DfVASTAnON.. . 


CRANDElt' 
BE CAREFUL I 
THAT 

GENERATOR'S 
RU5H/NG our 
THOUSANDS 
Of VOLTS' ^ 


THAT^S 
JUST WHAT I 
HOPED, 
GENERAL! 



W/THOUr HES/TATWN, lOU/S CRANOEU 
STRETCHED OUT H/S METAL HAND AND 
GRASPED THE MA/N TERM/NALS... 



THE fNCREO/BLE EEFECrS Of AN ACO/PENT 
YEARS BEfORE HAD MADE CRANDEll 
CAPABLE OF AB$ORB/NG HUGE CHARGES 
OF Ei ECTRfc/ry... EtforNf Ofry mrCH 
MAPFHfM /NViSfBlF: 


I'MBORRY. GENERAL- 
I THOUGHT YOU KNEW OF 
MY POWER! OUR ONLY HOPE 
IS THAT THE CREATURE HAS 
NO DETECTION SYSTEM 
OPERATING OTHER THAN 
ITS FANTASTIC SIGHT/ 




I GET 
IT-YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
SWIM OVER 
FORA 
CLOSER 
LOOK 
AT OUR 
FRIEND! ^ 
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SlieHTlY, CKANDBU CREPT 
DOWN rO THE SNORE R 

ACROSS rnc straits 

UNOERWATER 8 



SUDDENIY, THERE WAS /MOVEMENT AHEAP, 


WHRT..: 
WHO ON 
EARTH.. 



HPlWri 






Once beneath the huge 

MONSTROSITY FROM OUTER 
SPACE, THE CREATURE GAVE 
OUT A SHRIU, HIGH-PITCHED 
CRY. NEXT INSTANT A 
FLEXIBLE lAODER WAS 
LOWERED... 



I 




PefUY. CRANOm CAUGHT m LAPDFR 
AND CLUNG ON AS fT WAS RFiL ED fN... 


SO THE ^ 
WHOtf THING'S 
A FANTASTIC 8PACB- 
SHlP...ANOTHERf 
AR£ ONIVSIX OF 
THFSF CRBATURBS 


TO 


OBAL 


WITH 


Stbalthuy, CRANDBLL 
SUPPED INTO THE COVER OF 
A BANK OF INSTRUMENTS.,, 
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moGmBf! 

THBTRB U8HBSB i 
TttB BULIBIB DON'T 
BVBN mHB THBfA 
TUHCHl \ 


THE CfffArUfffS CflMf TOR tf/M I 
THB TikBT TIHOER Of XRB OIRW BTPiBBBD OUT, 
pmpim RRmuR-piBRcim buiiptb, .. 


^ 1 L'*4 


OcSPiRATliy, CRANDtU FlUNG HIMSllf 
SWlWAiS-BUT m FOOT SlIPPCD ON THC FIOOR... 




CRANDFU'S SCNSFS SWAM. HIS ClAW SlID 
N TH( BANK OF SWITCHES AND IBVERS, 
RCHING FOR SUPPORT.. . 


THE METAl HAND 
ir$ OPERATING 

THE engines: 




SWPH!M 
STOP HIM 
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tN THE WHIRLING CONTROL CENTRE, CRRNDEIL WAS ftUNG 
AROUND AMONGST THE CREATURES ,,. AND AS HIS STEEL CLAW 
CAME INTO CONTACT WITH THEM SAVAGE CHARGES OR 
ELECTRICnV WERE RELEASED' 





^ LEADERTO ^ 

AREA COMMANDERS t 
OPERATION EARTH-PROBE 
HAS FAILEDI RETURN 

toka-magnon: ^ 


THE STRUGGLING LIMBS WERE STILLED- 
6UT THE CRAFT, UTTBRiV OUT OF CONTROL, 
PLUNGED DOWNWARDS IN A GREAT ARC... 


WHILE BELOW, WAITING FOR A RED CROSS 
HELICOPTER FROM THE MAINLAND, LOUIS 
CRANDELL RNEW THAT THE INCREDIBLE 
POWER OF HIS STEEL CLAW HAD SAVED 


R SQIITARH FIGURE WAS FLUNG CLEAR 
AS THE MANGLED WRECHAGE ERUPTED 

IN LIVID flame: 

TT 


And THOUSANDS OF MILES 
ABOVE THE EARTH. IN THE 
FLAGSHIP OF THE WAITING 
RA-MAGNON INVASION 
FLEET... 
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TUNNEL FROM THE MOON 

NSIDE the huge dome, tremendous activity was 
going on, and the air rang to the sound of 
riveting guns and welding torches. 

About three-quarters of the way up in the roof of 
the dome was a great circular hole, and from it a 
huge tunnel dwindled away into the distance. 

Various buildings and platforms were being con¬ 
structed inside the dome, for it was going to be a 
reception and departure centre for the tunnel which 
was the most fantastic construction ever erected in 
the entire history of engineering ! 

Looking through the windows of the dome, Steve 
Bax could see the airless surface of the Moon, with 
its shallow craters, white dust and impression of 
absolute silence. 

He could also see the tunnel running parallel to 
the ground for several hundred yards and then rising 
in a vast sweep to stretch away into space like an 
endless tube. 

The year was a.d. 2018, and the Astral Engineering 
Company, owned by Steve’s father Ronald Bax, was 
just completing a project that would become one of 
the wonders of the universe ... a tunnel between the 
Earth and the Moon ! 

Newspaper and television reporters fussed around 


as Steve accompanied his father on a tour of 
inspection of the nearly-finished dome. 

“ But Mr. Bax,” one of them said, “ the Moon is 
constantly circling round the Earth—and the Earth 
itself revolves on its axis ! How do you manage to 
connect them by a tunnel ? ” 

“ Quite simple,” answered Ronald Bax, a white- 
haired, elderly but tough-looking man. Although 
the Moon circles the Earth it always keeps the same 
face to the Earth. So on the Moon, we can fix the 
tunnel to the surface, as you can see. At the Earth’s 
end, the tunnel finishes in the upper atmosphere, 
trailing there, so to speak, and it is served by air 
ferries from the ground. Since the tunnel is heavier 
on the Earth side, it hangs there by its own weight.” 

” Gee ! ” a reporter gasped admiringly, “ A 
tunnel nearly a quarter of a million miles long ! ” 
“ But what’s it going to be used for ? ” asked 
another. 

The rest of the newsmen went quiet as he spoke.' 
This was the mystery that was puzzling all of them. 

“ I should have thought that was obvious,” Steve’s 
father said. “ At the moment the settlements, mines 
and bases on the Moon are served by rocket ships. 
But space travel is tremendously expensive. This 
tunnel will make travel between the Earth and the 



40 


i 




















































































Moon cheap. Ordinary aeroplanes will be able to 
fly down it and it will also have a tube train service ! ” 

“ A subway in space ! ’’ exclaimed another reporter, 
*^Thatll make a terrific headline ! When does the 
tunnel open ? ” 

“ The first passengers will journey to Earth by tube 
train in a few days’ time,” Ronald Bax replied, “ We 
hope to have the aeroplane service in operation by 
then, too. Aircraft will be quicker, of course, because 
they will be able to fly straight out of the end of the 
tunnel nnd on to their destinations.” 

At last, when he had answered all their questions, 
the reporters dispersed. 

“ They certainly were impressed, Dad ! ” Steve 
remarked with a grin. 

His father nodded, “ I think we’ll get plenty of 
good publicity.” 

Suddenly a buzz came from a small transistor radio 
he carried in his pocket. He took it out and a girl’s 
voice said : “ There are two visitors to see you, Mr, 
Bax.” 

He flicked a switch. “ Thanks, Belinda, we’ll be 
right with you.” 

Ronald Bax and Steve made their way to their 
office . . . then both of them raised their eyebrows in 
amazement when they recognised the visitors. 

They were Jo and Jamie Tarreli, the two brothers 
who owned Spaceways Incorporated, the company 
which handled nearly all the traffic between the Earth 
and the Moon, 

The brothers were strikingly alike, and might have 
been twins. Both were round-faced men with beetle- 
black eyebrows and quick, darting eyes. 

They didn’t waste any time. 

” Okay, Bax,” Jo Tarreli said, ” we see your tunnel’s 
nearly ready. How much did it cost to build ? Ten 
million, pounds ? We’ll write out a cheque now for 
fifteen million pounds and buy it from you,” 

” You’ve certainly got plenty of money to throw 
around,” Steve replied sharply. 

Jo growled but said nothing. 

“ It’s quite an offer,” Mr. Bax commented. “ But 
we were rather looking forward to running the tunnel 
ourselves. What will you do with it if we sell ? ” 

“ Do ? Tear the thing down, of course 1 ” snarled 
Jo Tarreli, his face becoming livid. “ If you operate 
it, we’ll lose all our business ! ” 

“That’s not true!” Steve retorted. “You’d 
still have your spaceline to Mars ! ” 

“ Sure 1 ”' sneered Jamie. “ Until you two build a 
tunnel to there as well.” 

“ That’s out of the question,” Mr. Bax replied 
evenly. ‘‘ The distance between Earth and Mars 
is much too great.” 

“ Anyway,” Steve put in, “ you can hardly expect 
us to sell the tunnel to you now that you’ve admitted 
what you want to do with it.” 

“ Listen,” Jo said in heavy tones. “ We’ve been in 
this business since the first Moon station was built. 
Space is for spaceships—not for another version of the 
perishing London Underground ! ” 


Steve’s father laughed. “ Sorry, gentlemen,” he 
said emphatically. “ No sale.” 

“ Your tunneVs made of plastic^ ain't it ? ” asked 
Jamie Tarreli his voice charged with menace. “ Sup¬ 
posing one of our ships got a bit too dose and melted 
a section with its rocket exhaust ? ” 

Ronald Bax went pale. “ You would be responsible 
for the lives of hundreds of people,” he said quietly, 
“ You’d better not be thinking of anything like that.” 

“ Of course we’re not, Bax ! ” said Jo, giving a 
false laugh. “ Just Jamie’s little joke. But just the 
same, there are some nasty people around—people 
who might want to damage your tunnel. You ought 
to keep that in mind.” 

At that moment, Steve noticed Jo slipping his 
hand into his-'pocket . . . then a couple of seconds 
later there came the blast of a tremendous explosion 
from the dome ! 

Steve dashed to the door and pulled it open. 

The dome was in chaos. Half the buildings and 
platforms had been destroyed and men were running 
about in confusion through the smoke left over from 
the explosion. 

And then Steve felt a mighty wind tug at him. 

In the roof of the dome, the tunnel had been 
torn free and the air was rushing out ! That was 
why the men were running—^they were rushing to 
get space suits ! 

Steve slammed the door shut, strode to a cup¬ 
board and pulled out an emergency plastic space 
suit for himself and tossed another to his father. 

He was about to give two to the Tarreli brothers 
when he saw that they were already putting on similar 
suits which they had pulled out of bags they carried, 

Steve struggled into his suit, then heard his father’s 
voice come through the tiny earphones in the helmet. 

“ Quick — we've got to save the tunnel! If it drifts 
away it will Just curl up in space and we'll never get 
it back I ” 

Steve opened the door again and ran out. He 
signalled to some of the engineers and they dashed 
to a number of “ flying grab ” machines parked near 
the wall of the dome. 

Steve climbed into the saddle of one while an 
engineer took control of each of the others. Next 
instant, on jets of air, they all rose in ragged forma¬ 
tion towards the roof. 

All the air had now rushed out of the dome, and 
the tunnel' was beginning to float away from the 
great rent where it had once been fixed. 

The flying grabs passed through the gap in the 
roof and their mechanical “ hands ” gripped the 
torn edge of the tunnel and began to drag it back 
down to the dome. 

Steadily the tunnel was forced back into place and 
secured by means of a temporary strip of self-sealing 
plastic. Later, it could be welded into place again. « 

Below him, Steve heard a whining noise as fresh 
air was pumped into the dome. 

He returned to the ground, took off his space suit 
and went back to the office. 


4t 


The Tarreli brothers were still with his father and 
broad grins swept across their faces as he entered. 

Well, our warning couldn’t have come at a better 
time ! Accidents will happen ! ” beamed Jo. 

“ Accident nothing ! ” Steve snapped angrily. 
“ Somebody planted a bomb ! And if only I could 
prove you had something to do with it -” 

“ U$ ? ” protested Jamie Tarreli in a shocked tone. 

Just then Hugh Tavener, Bax’s chief engineer, 
walked into the office. 

“ It was a bomb all right,” he said gruffly, “ There 
was a suspicious character hanging about just before 
it went off but he escaped through an air lock ! ” 

“ Then let’s get after him ! ” Steve exclaimed. 
“ Come on, Hugh. We’ll take the Moon hopper ! ” 

Putting on space suits again, they wept through 
the air lock and outside the dome. 

Hugh Tavener scanned the bleak, dead landscape. 

There he is !,” the engineer said heatedly. 
“ Over there ! ” 

Steve looked and saw a tiny figure. Because of 
the low gravity of the Moon, he was moving rapidly 
in leaps and bounds. 

Steve opened the door of a small garage and vaulted 



on to the saddle of the Moon hopper—a small 
vehicle consisting of an engine, caterpillar tracks 
and a small rocket motor. While Steve started the 
engine, Hugh Tavener jumped up beside him. 

The machine trundled out at fifty miles per hour. 
Then Steve squeezed a lever, and from under the 
hopper twin spurts of rocket flame lashed the lunar 
surface. 

The hopper leaped from the ground and travelled 
in a long arc v'hich took it halfway to the horizon. 
As they touched ground again, Steve pressed the 
controls once more and it took another exhilarating 
” hop.” 

This one took them to within a few yards of the 
fleeing man. Together they tumbled from the hopper 
and charged after him. 

The suspected saboteur offered no resistance when 
Steve seized him., because he didn't want to risk punC‘ 
taring his space suit ! 

They took him back to the dome and within minutes 
were in the office. 

" I never did it ! ” The prisoner, who had a dark, 
hard face and bristly black moustache, protested 
immediately. I saw the explosion, but J never did 
it ! ” 

“ Then why were you running away ? ” Steve 
demanded. 

“ Going for a walk.” 

“ And I suppose you’ll tell us next that the Tarreli 
brothers didn’t pay you to plant that bomb, which 
I imagine Jo Tarreli triggered by means of a pocket 
radio transmitter 1 ” 

” No, he certainly didn’t ! I tell you I didn’t do 
it, either ! What’s more, you’ve no right to hold 
me here ! ” 

Steve noticed a smug look pass between him and 
Jo Tarreli. 

” Yes,” Jamie Tarreli said indignantly, ” and we 
strongly object to these accusations.” 

Ronald Bax sighed. “ They’re right, Steve. 
We’ve got no proof. We shall have to let them go.” 

As the three men walked out of the office Jo 
Tarreli turned and cast a crafty glance at the owner 
of the Astral Engineering Company. 

” You see how easy it is ? ” he said. “ Think 
carefully, now. Fifteen million pounds can be yours. 
But if you put this tunnel into commercial operation 
even for one day you’ll get nothing ! What’s more, 
you won’t have a tunnel either ! ” 

Slamming the door, he went out, 

” Phew ! ” Steve said. ” He couldn’t put it any 
plainer than that, could he ? ” 

He couldn’t,” his father answered shortly. 
“ But threats will get him nowhere with me. The 
tunnel goes into service next week I ” 

SPACE AGE SABOTEURS 
^ffOOSH ! 

This was the noise the tunnel made every 
time the great cap which separated it from the dome 
was opened, because the tunnel was filled with 
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ratified air to permit planes to travel down it faster. 

It had just begun to operate. Two hours earlier 
Steve had watched the first train leave, loaded with 
excited Moon colonists making their first trip to 
Earth, for normal space travel had been far too 
expensive for them. 

With a roar and a rattle, it had set off down the 
lower section of the tunnel, which was separated 
from the upper flying ” section by a roof. 

Now, waiting to take off from the floor of the 
dome, was the first air flight. 

The big Jet plane was specially designed to meet 
the unusual conditions of the tunnel. 

From the control room Steve had watched the 
plane load up with passengers and freight. He had 
noticed ten men go aboard who didn’t look like 
colonists—hard-looking characters all identically 
dressed. But he was far too busy to give them a 
second thought. 

The plane, which should have taken off an hour 
earlier, had been delayed by an emergency. An 
epidemic of Moon fever, a rare disease contracted 
from local bacteria, had broken out on Earth. The 
only known cure—another form of bacteria—was 
also found on the Moon and a case of it was being 
collected now for shipment to Earth. 

This an excellent example of the Moon tunneVs 
usefulness. There H’a.9 currently no spaceship on the 
Moon, and one could not have travelled from Earth 
and returned with the antidote in time to save the 
victims' lives. 

Even now it would be touch and go, 

Steve saw the crate containing the precious remedy 
being wheeled out to the plane. Then his father 
came into the control room, 

“ Right, we’re ready to go ! ” he said. 

With a whistle of jets the big plane, known as 
Selena, took off and circled the dome slowly. 

WOOSH ! The cap of the tunnel opened and the 
aircraft shot through. Then the cap slammed shut 


again and pumps replenished the dome’s thinned air. 

“ On her way ! ” Stevens father cried excitedly, 
“ We^re in business 

It was hours later that an incredible thing happened 
. . . Jo Tarreli came staggering into the control room, 
a look of agony on his face. 

‘‘ Hello ! ” Steve said in surprise. “ Where’s your 
brother ? ” 

“ He’s . . . he’s on Earth ! ” gasped Tarreli. ” He 
went back a week ago—and he’s got the Moon 
fever ! ” 

“ Sorry to hear it,” said Ronald Bax. “ But don’t 
worry, he’ll be all right. There’s a crate of antidote 
on its way—thanks to the Moon tunnel ! ” 

Surprisingly, Tarreli moaned. “ I know ... I 
tried to get here in time to stop the plane ... oh ! 
What shall 1 do ? ” 

“You tried to stop the plane ? ” Steve asked in 
astonishment. 

Jo Tarreli looked at him, the agony on his face even 
stronger, “ Mr, Bax, that plane is due to blow up 
and take part of the tunnel with it, 

“Ten of my men are on board,” Tarreli continued 
breathlessly. “ By now they will have seized control 
of the plane and planted a bomb. Before it explodes 
they’ll escape through the wall of the tunnel and be 
picked up by one of my ships. The idea was to 
prove that the tunnel’s unsafe so that nobody would 
use it. But now the antidote won’t get to Earth 
and my brother will perish ! ” 

“ Your brother ! ” Steve exploded. “ What about 
the other two hundred passengers on board Selena ? 
What about all the people on the train, who will be 
suffocated when all the air escapes into space ? 
Didn’t you care about them ? ” 

“ Never mind about that now, Steve,” his father 
said grimly, “ We’ve got to contact the plane,” 

Quickly he operated some controls on his desk and a 
few moments later a television screen flickered into life. 
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“ Control room calling Selena^^* Ronald Bax 
intoned. “ Control room calling Selena''" 

A face appeared on the screen but it was not the face 
of the pilot ! It was the man who had tried to blow 
up the dome a week ago ! 

Jo Tarreli shouldered his way past Steve’s father, 

“ Ray,” he said urgently into the screen. “ We’ve 
gotta call off the job. Something’s gone wrong.” 

“ Don’t make me laugh,” the man replied without 
batting an eyelid. 

” But Ray—it’s for real. You’re carrying a crate 
of disease antidote. My brother ...” 

” Stow it,” Ray snarled. ” I’ve seen these tele¬ 
vision tricks before,” 

” Television tricks ? ” Jo stammered. 

” Sure ! Listen, you creeps, I know that’s not 
really Jo Tarreli I’m talking to. You can do any¬ 
thing on television nowadays. Some voice tapes, a 
trick camera—Fve seen it all before.” 

” But it is me, Ray . . .” 

” And anyway, if you think we’d just surrender 
and lay ourselves open for a long spelt in prison, you 
must be crazy. I don’t know how you found out 
about us, but things are going fine here. So long, 
suckers.” 

The screen went blank. 

” He didn’t believe me ! ” Jo moaned. “ What’re 
we gonna do ? You’ve gotta save my brother ! ” 

” There’s just one chance ! ” Steve said suddenly. 
“ The Elizabeth ! ” 

The Elizabeth was an early prototype model of the 
Selena, It had a lot of faults that rendered it com¬ 
paratively unsafe for tunnel flying, and it was much 
slower. 


“ You’ll never catch up in that, Steve ! ” his father 
objected. 

“ Fve got to try. We'll improve the engines. Come 
un, let's get to work ! ” 

RACE AGAINST TIME 

THE engineers worked furiously to try and give 
the Elizabeth a fighting chance. 

Secretly, so that his father wouldn’t know; Steve 
had some special crates carried aboard the aircraft. 

At long last the plane took off with Steve at the 
controls and twenty sturdy engineers, including Hugh 
Tavener, sitting in the passenger section. 

WOOSH I 

With a sudden spurt of power they were in the 
tunnel, the cap closing behind them. 

On all sides curved the shining plastic walls of 
the tunnel, stretching ahead for nearly a quarter of 
a million miles. It was lit by an endless line of 
electric lamps in the roof which ultimately merged 
into a haze of light. 

And outside the thin walls of the tunnel lay nothing 
but cold, empty space. 

Steve nursed all the speed he could out of the 
Elizabeth's whining jets. But an hour later he began 
to pull back the throttle. 

“ It’s no good,” he said to Hugh Tavener, who 
had joined him in the control cabin. ” We won’t 
catch up like this,” 

“ Steve ! ” exclaimed the chief engineer, ” You're 
not giving up?" 

“ No,” Steve replied grimly. “ I didn’t tell you 
before, but I’ve brought along some crates containing 



Jo brusKed past Steve’s father and 
seized the microphone. ** 
he cried, ** weVe gotta call off the 
job. Something's gone wrong!*' 
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A deadly battle raged in the tunnel a$ the crew cante to grips with the saboteurs—>and Steve struggled to 

avoid the searing flame from Ray's cutting torch 1 


rocket motors ! We’ll fix them to the hull and ride 
on those.” 

Hugh began to protest but Steve held up his hand 
to interrupt him, 

“ I know it’s dangerous to use rockets inside the 
tunnel. If the flame touches the walls they’ll melt 
and that’ll be the end of everyone here. But if we 
don’t do this the tunnel’s finished anyway. FU just 
have to pilot the plane perfectly ! ” 

With the Elizabeth floating stationary in the thin 
air, Steve and the engineers worked frantically to 
bolt the rocket engines in place and connect up the 
fuel tanks. Then, with the white-faced engineers 
clustered round him, Steve started the rockets. 

With a roar, flame lashed out behind them. They 
felt the aircraft buck under them, then it started to 
accelerate at a terrific pace. Steve was pressed back 
in his seat. 

It was even more difficult than he had thought ! 

The Elizabeth behaved differentiy than if she had 
been under her own power, so it was difficult to 
handle her in the confined space ! 

Steve sweated with concentration. Straight as an 
arrow, the aircraft shot down the tunnel. At that 
speed, even the slightest deviation would have sent it 
careering against the walls ! 

And then Steve saw something ahead. It was the 
Selena and she was stationary 1 

Had they* come too late ? Swiftly and expertly 
he slowed down the Elizabeth to almost a standstill. 
Near the Selena ten figures in space suits were about 
to apply cutting torches to the wall of the tunnel ! 

“ Quick ! ” Sieve snapped. “ Ten of you help me 
to deal with that lot I The rest go into the Selena with 
Hugh andfind that bomb ! Ifll go off within minutes ! ” 

As the engineers poured out of the Elizabeth the 
ten gangsters looked up, startled. 


Next moment the scene was a confusion of flailing 
fists. Steve found himself facing the man called 
Ray, who turned his cutting torch on him ! 

Steve dodged, came in from an angle and delivered 
a chopping blow to the man’s neck. 

Inside the thin fabric of his space suit, Ray went 
limp. 

Five minutes later the fight was over. The 
engineers, having the twin advantages of surprise 
and desperate anger, had made short work of the 
saboteurs. 

Hugh Tavener appeared from within the Selena. 

“ The bomb’s disarmed ! ” he shouted triumphantly. 
“ The crew were tied up and the passengers were 
locked in their cabin.” 

Well^ I guess the Selena can continue her flight 
to Earth nowf Steve replied., “ with a cargo of future 
jail-birds! ” 

When Steve reported the incident to the police on 
Earth, constables were immediately sent to the 
Moon to arrest Jo Tarreli ; and some months later 
he was sentenced to a long spell in prison along with 
his men. 

Thanks to the antidote, his brother Jamie, who 
had taken no part in the sabotage, recovered from 
the Moon fever, as did all the people who had 
suffered from it. 

But Jamie was unable to control the vast Spaceways 
company without the aid of his brother and soon the 
once-wealthy firm was in financial difficulty. 

Because of this, the Astral tunnel began to flourish 
as the quickest and safest way to travel to the 
Moon . . . and this was the greatest reward that 
Steve could possibly have received for his courageous 
action ! 

THE END 
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r WE NEED 
HOME-MADE MODELS 
FOR OUR EXHIBITION' 
I'LL GIVE A PRIZE 
FOR THE BEST ! I 
SHALL WANT ALL 
BOVS TO MAKE . 
V SOMETHING.' / 


W£ H£AVYW£fGHT 
CHUMP G££f££tm 


GREYFRIARS 
EXHIBITION 
OF MODERN 
PROGRESS 



^ I'LL MAKE ^ 

MYSELF 50ARDE/ 
I'M NOT DOING 
ANY MORE WORK 





TFE.HEEl YOU’LL NEED 
HELP TO GET OUT OF THIS/ 
I'M GOING TO PRETEND 



IT'S DARK IN ^ 

HERE.' I CAN'T SEE 
WHAT SORT OF MODEL 
IT IS SO I’LL STRIKE 
A MATCH .' ^ 


































































































































coo; 

A SPACE 
ROCKET 


MIND 

THAT FUEL 

tank; 


II « till ■ 'k 

iiiW'm'.i'ii vi'f 

It "tl a, ■IIEia ll.fctli 


'.iili'vi i'Jihl! 



HELP! 

IT'S 

TAKEN 

off; 





I'VE PRESSED ^ 
THE 'SOFT LANDING' 
BUTTON. BUT ALL 
I'M GETTING IS A 
DRAUGHT WHERE 



YAROO! WHAT fl 

ROTTEN trick: CALL 
THAT A SOFT . 
\ LANDING? 
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I WONDER 
WHAT MARTIANS 
. LOOK LIKE? 


MARS 

meuones 

CARErVL 

DRIVERS 





ffA FEAST.' 

I’M GOING TO DO 
WELL HEREi ^ 



YOUR BANQUET, 0 GREAT ONE.' 
WE ONLY EAT CONCENTRATED 
FOOD. TABLETS HERE.' BUT AS 
YOU ARE KING. YOURS IS 
SLIGHTLY BIGGER THAN 
THE REST.' 



NO WONDEK YOU'RE ALL 
skinny: I NEED MORE TO 
EAT THAN ONE TABLET- 
I'LL HAKE ALL THESE . 
w OTHERS, TOO .' 
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■T 

VRANT 

li—'PRF<iQ 

THE 'KtNG REMOVER' 
EJECTOR 




URC! 

ANOTHER SOFT 
LANOtNG.' A 
WET ONE 
THfS TIME> 


earth 



HURRY!THe ^ 

EXHtBIVON 
IS ABOUT TO 
BE OPENED! 


WAKE UP. FAT MAN! 
YOU WERE KNOCkED 
OUT WHEN JONES'S 
ROCKET BLEWUPi 
HE’S HAD TO MAKE 
A NEW ONE : 


y/iMo/ 







•V' z' 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY BOY WHO 
HASN'T MADE 
ANYTHING— 
BUT I CAN FIND 
SOMETHING 
FOR YOU TO DO 
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FAR AWAV IN THE REMOTENESS 
OF SPACE LAV THE PLANET MIBKA.. 
lA/HEN MAN HAD CONQUERED MOST 
OF THE KNOWN UNIVERSE, THIS 
MySTERV PLANET REMAINED 
UNEXPLORED, SHROUDED BV THICK 
CLOUD WHICH BLOTTED OUT MOST 
OF ITS SURFACB, BUT IT WASN'T 
GOINS TO REMAIN A MySTERV 
MUCH LONGER../ 



SPACE-CRUISER X 4 HAD PENETRATED . 
THE DEEP CLOUD AND WAS ABOUT TO LAND! 


SO 

































IT’S an earth LI m© ship- 
BUT ir'5 GOING TO LAND ON 
__ ENEMy lERRlTORy.^ _ 


BUT little did the two-maw CREW 

KNOW THAT THE ROCKET'S PROGRESS 
WAS UNDER OBSERVATION/ 



SAVE THEM, 
MiOHTy 0KB 


ADR yEARS MIRKA HAD BEEN RAVAGED 
By WAR. THE TWO STATES OF ETARKA 
AND LUKA WERE LOCKED TOGETHER IN 
A BITTER STRU5SLEAND KULUK, 

CHIEF OF THE ETARKANS, WAS WORRIED.. 


I DON'T GIVE MUCH FDR \|F^ airr i 
THE EARTHLINGS' CHAHCES/TMBBgS'^vnjiiJA 
IF THEy'RE CAPTURED BV MS 
THE LUKAHS..' ^WE CAN DO TCJ 




BIT OF A DISAPPOINTMENT, 
ISN'T IT/ _ 


SURE... LOOKS LIKE 
THE PLANET'S COMPLETELy 
DEAD. NOTHING COULD, 
^ LIVE HERE.' 


MEANWHILE, INSIDE THE CONTROL CABIN 
OF .X 4 ... 


DON'T BE TOO SURE, PETE.' 

WE KNOW OTHER BARREN PLANETS 
WHICH ARE INHABITED.' LET’S SEARCH 
A UTTLE FARTHER.' 


PETE RANSOM AND BILL WILLIAMS 
DISEMBARKED AND LOOKED AROUND... 
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BUT then 



HUMAhl, TOO, 

By THE LOOK OF IT/ 



IT'S PROOF THAT 
LIFE EXISTS. HERE 
. ANyWAV/ __ 


VES / 

LET’S PRESS ON 
FARTHER/ 


S2 














































SCOTT.' 

£GypriAN-TVPE TEMPLE 
LET'S TAKE A CLOSER 



THERE’S 
THE entrance 


IVELL IVHAT 
ARE WE WAITING FOR ? 
IN WE GO/ 


lUiU:! 


iffiljll'il 


Kli 


IIMl 


M* H ^ 

i33 

L 1 

1 1 

1 ■ 1 8 

■ || 

1 v-'l 

pjD| 

J 1. 

p lUjE 



1 





BILL FOUNP A FLIGHT OF STEPS 
leading down INTO THE DEPTHS 
OF THE BUILDING, AND... 


HEy, PETE/ THERE’S AN AXE 
DOWN HERE ^AND IT LOOKS PRETTV 

WPU/ ^ 



BUT UNSEEN EXES WERE FOLLOWING 
THE SPACEMEN’S EVERywOVE.F 


TATROK. KING OF LUKA, SNARLED CRUELLY 
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS... im 


SO — THEY HAVE COME -- 

AT LAST, EH.F BRING THEM TO ME, ORO.F 
^ CPN MAKE GOOD USE OP TVEM.' 
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r DON’T TRUST 
|w you, PAL/ 


GOOD 

GRIEF 


ORO LED THE TWO MEN INTO TATROK’5 
THRONE-ROOM ... 


TATROK SIVUN© ROUND, HIS EVES 
BLAZING WITH FURV. 


IF THAT IS THE CASS, EARTHMAN ~ 

youR fate is sealed.' you have 

REFUSED MV FRIENDSHIP... VERY WELL,; 

SEIZE THEM BOTHZ 


you ARE RIGHT.' MIRKA /S 

A BACKWARD PLANET-- RAVAGED BY 

WAR.' only when THE STRUGGLE HAS 
ENDED WILL WE BE ABLE TO BUILD CITIES, 
ROADS, AND BRIDGES TO GIVE OUR PEOPLE 
A HAPPIER LIFE.' 


BUT WHO 

ARE you FIGHTING.? 


AH, EARTHMEN... AT LAST 
you HAVE COMB TO EXPLORE 
OUR POOR aANET.' 


VES, SIR.' AND 
IT’S PRETTY BARREN, 
BY THE LOOK OF IT.' 


STEADY ON.' YOU’RE TAKING 
A LOT FOR granted — WE DIDN’T 
COME HERE TO SET MIKED UP 

fKf d lA/aa 


PETE AND BILL WERE EXPLORING FARTHER 

when,.. 


■ WELCOMS, EARTHAAEN.' ^ 
MY MASTER, THE GREAT TATROK, 
LORD OF LUKA, WISHES TO MEET YOU.' 


WELL, 


ru BE 


TATROK'S EYES GLEAMED SLYLY... 

THE ETARKANS, EARTHMAN — ^ 

LED BY KULUK, MY IMPLACABLE ENEMY.' 
HE IS PLEDGED TO THE DOWNFALL OF LUKP.^ 
A/ITH yOUH KHOA/ LEDGE OF SC/EHCE 
you MLL BE BBLE TO HELP US GRIND 
HIS CURSED STRTE INTO THE DUSTZ 
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IN A Few MOMENTS THEV WERE BOUND 
SeCURELV... 




SOME MINUTES LATER ... 


THIS IS A PRETTy MESS, BILL/ ^ 

THEV’ve UNTIED US BUT THEWE TAKEN 
OUR HELMETS —' AND WITHOUT THEM 



BUT HELP WASN’T 
FAR A WAV/ THEIR 
PLISHT HAD BEEN 
DISCOVERED 8V 
THE ETARKAN 
SECRET SERVICE, 
WHOSE CHIEF 
REPORTED AT ONCE 
TO KULUK... 


TATROK HAS 
IMPRISONED THE TWO 
EARTHMEN IN THE 
SORLUS CAVES, 
SIR/ 


HMM... HE 

PROBABuy tried to 

ENLIST THEIR HELP AND 
THEV REFUSED / THEV MUST 
BE RESCUED, HAKEL —■ 
QU/CKLy/ 
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KULUK FROWNED... 


ORDER OMARK TO 
CONTACT THEM.' PERHAPS 
HE can BREAK THROUGH 
TATROK'S GUARD FORCE 


• • 


LATER... 


AH —' 

RTTACKSHIP ONE, 
EH.? I SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO SET THROUGH 
IN THAT.' 


HERE IS 

yOUR TRANSPORT, 
OMARK/ 



ATTACNSHIP ONE HAD BEEN SPEClALLV BUILT 
TO TRAVEL OVER THE RUGGED MIRKAN LANDSCAPE 
AT GREAT SPEED... 


I HOPE THE EARTHMEN 
LAST OUT until I CAN 
REACH THEM...'' 


AN HOUR LATER 


NEARLV THERE.' 
ACTION AT LAST, 
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DEEP UNDERGROUMD, BILL MD PETE 
VV-ERE RESKSNED 7D THEIR FATE... 

IT LOOKS AS IF 
IVE'RE 5TUCK HERE 
FDR SDOD, SILL/ 


... IF OHLy WB 
COULD FIND fl 



you K/ILL, EARTHMEN 


MV/?r TT-tE 




BUT AT ©ROUND LEVEL.... 


AN ETARKAN 
ATTACK5HIP HAS BEEN 
SPOTTED—'NEAR THE 
ENTRANCE to THE 


KULUK HAS SENT 
HELP TO THE 
EARTHMEN.' 

soui^D the HLEHT 

/MMEDIHTEty/ 
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THE LUKAN GUWtOS HUKRIED DOVKf 
TO THE CAV/ERW .. , 


CAPTURE 

THEM/ 




OMARK ACTED WITH LIGHTNING SPEED . . . 

Z' IN THOSE RACKS VOV WILL FIND 

CLOTHES—AND SPECIAL PILLS TO 
ENABLE VOU TO BREATHE FREELY ON 
THE SURFACE OF AllRKA/ GO THAT WAY—' 



THEN, ON THE SURFACE... 



OMARH HAD REJOINED THE PALS . .. 



r/^£yW£ BLOH//U UP 
THE CAV£ £A/rRAA/C£ 
QUICK —' FOLLOW ME.. 



HE LED PETE AND BILL THROUGH 
A HUGE HALL... 

THIS IS THE CAVERN 
AIR-CONDITIONING PLANT... 
WE'VE SOT TO PASS THROUGH 


se 

































































































/MEANIVHIUE, KULUK, THE CHIEF OF 
THE ETARKAHS, ^AS FOLLOWONG 
EVERY /MOVE THROUGH HIS SPY T.V. 
SETS... 

/"■" -- -' 

^ OMARK’5 ESCAPE ROUTE HAS SEEH 
BLOCKED... HE'LL NEVER SET AWAY 
THROUGH THE AIR PLANT.' SEND A 
RESCUE FORCE OUT AT ONCE.' 



WITHIN MINUTES. THE RESCUE FORCE WAS 
READY TO MOVE.' 




WHILE THE RESCUE FORCE SPED ON ITS WAY, 
TATROK WAS VENTING HIS ANGER ON THE 
GUARD commander... 



YOU DARE TO QUESTION 
MY ORDERS .P 


" IF WE USE OUR GUNS IN 
THE AIR PLANT TIHE VlBRRT/O^/ 
WILL DEMOLISH THE BUILDING. 
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THE ENRAGED KING SNATCHED 
ORO’S RAY GUN... 



I WILL SHOW you HOW 
TO recapture them/ 
march/ 


OMARK AND THE TWO EARTHMEN H/ffi REACHED 
THE END OF THE AIR CONDITIONING PLANT, 



WHEN... 



IT WAS TATROK AND HIS MEN/ 


THERE THEY ARE, 

YOU FOOLS / FIRE/ FIRE/ 



MEANWHILE, THE PANIC-STRICKEN LUKAN 
PEOPLE WERE FLEEING FROM THEIR CITY.4 


TATROK’S OLfT OF HIS MIND... 
HE WILL BLOW UP THE AIR CONDITIONING 
PLANT'— AND OUR HOMES/ 


THEN A TERRIFYING RUMBLE 
SHOOK THE PLAIN/ THE VIBRATIONS 
FROM TATROK’S RAY GUN HAD 
LOOSENED THE FOUNDATIONS OF 
THE OLD BUILDING, AND... 
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THE commander OP THE ETARKAM 
RELIEF FORCE 6ASPED MTH SHOCK... 



■WITHIN MINUTES, BILL AND PETE ARRIVED 
IN ETARKA.' 




LATER, THE PALS WERE INTRODUCED 
VO KULUK... 

WE OWE 
OUR LIVES TO 
SIR.' THANK YOU.' 



LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE SKELETON 
you FOUND,' IT WAS THE REMAINS OF A 
CREW-MEMBER FROM THE FIRST EARTH 
EXPEDITION MANY YEARS ASO, BEFORE YOU 
WERE EVEN BORN.' HE FELL INTO TATROK’S 

HANDS BEFORE WE COULD 
SAVE HIM.' BUT LUCKILY 
WE WERE IN TIME ON 



YES, AND WE’VE MADE 
A GOOD ally for THE FUTURE 
KULUK — THE FIRST PRESIDENT 
OF THE MIRKAN REPUBLIC.' 


BILL AND PETE STAYED WELL, AT LEAST 

WITH KULUK FOR SEVERAL If wE HELPED TO SAVE ETARKA 


WEEKS, EXPLORING THE 
DESOLATE SURFACE OF 

mirka, and when they 
finally took off for 

the distant EARTH... 


V FROM DESTRUCTION, BILL.' 


THE 


END 
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KfA/e 7H£ junjece 





THAT WAS HOT! 


'iiow 


wow/ 



Q-GOSH/ WHAT'S 
THAT THING? IT NEARLY 
BOILED MY ROYAL y] 
V REAR' j 


GANGWAY 




SI 
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TH-THERE IT l«-OOH' 
IT'ETALKIHEACAtN/ 
L-LISTEN 


"NOW FOLLOW 
THFSe mTRUCTtONS 
CMLEFULLY, FOl 
YOL/F OWN GOOD..." 



ER..6ULP' HO-HO' I THINK 
WE HAD B-BETTER HUMOUR 
IT. you CHAP«. L-LBT'6 
DO AS IT SAYS .' 




7 ^‘ 


NOW L/£ FAC£ DOWN 
AND DO TWENTY PF£6S-UP£: 


EIGHTEEN... 
NINETEEN... TIVfAfry/ 
EASY.' 





NOW B£ND YOUR TRUNK 
FRONi 9fD£ TO $/D£.'" 


DEAD EASY... 
OOPS/ SORRY, 
KINS/ 
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61VE HIM THE 
WORK«, BOY«/ 


OW! 5T0PP1T. 
FELLERS' F£OtV/ 
A KINS CAN DO 
NO WR0N6 / ^ 


fADlCATE! 


V.8.S. 
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7ERO HOUR for Project “ Apollo **—and 
^ the vast bulk of the Saturn V booster 
rocket stands steaming on the launching pad 
at Cape Kennedy, awaiting the firing signal 
for the most ambitious plan ever attempted in 
the history of Mankind—sending men to the 
Moon, landing them there, taking them off 
again, and getting them back to Earth. 

The Immense three-stage rocket towers 
360 feet into the air, dwarfing anything ever 
before seen on a rocket launching pad. And on 
top of the rocket is the Apollo spacecraft 
which' consists of three sections, and in its 
Command Section, or Module, are three astro¬ 
nauts. 

Blast-off I With all five engines of the first 
stage thundering out their titanic power, Saturn 
V slowly rises, perfectly balanced. 

The first part of this project is to go into 
orbit round the Earth, and the mass which is 
being lifted into orbit, by this giant rocket is 


more than e/ghty t/mes greater than the 
original Mercury capsule of previous years. 

Minutes later, high above Earth, the first 
stage of Saturn V, its fuel exhausted, burns out 
and drops away. At the same instant stage 
two blasts forth. The mighty rocket accelerates 
on into its carefully calculated orbit. 

At last, with stage two burnt-out, and gone, 
there is no more acceleration, the rocket motors 
are silent, and the Apollo spacecraft floats In 
orbit, still attached to stage three of the booster 
rocket. 

Earth rolls past underneath at 18,000 miles 
an hour. The three astronauts relax, and 
consider what lies ahead of them. 

They are in the Command Module, which is 
designed so that three men can work, eat and 
sleep in it without wearing pressure suits. It 
has windows, periscopes, and controls, with an 
airlock through which the crew, when in their 
pressure suits, can exit into space if necessary. 
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This is the only section of the great ship that 
will be returning to Earth at the end of the 
whole exploration. It weighs five tons. 

Behind it is the Service Module, which weighs 
twenty-five tons, and carries the rockets and 
fuel for getting into and out of an orbit round 
the Moon. The actual thrust which will carry 
Apollo out of its Earth orbit, and launch it 
towards the Moon, is to be supplied by stage 
three of the original booster rocket, which is 
still linked up. The rest will be up to the 
Service Module. 

And the third and last component of Apoilo 
is the Lunar Excursion Module. 

So the astronauts sail on, around Earth, in 
closed orbit. And during hours of crackling 
conversation with Earth Base, preparation Is 
made for the true Moon-shot itself. 

To get anywhere near the Moon at all from 
the vicinity of the planet Earth is a much more 
complex business than you might think. It's 
not just a case of aiming at the Moon, and firing 
off. For the Moon is itself in motion, and is 
circling the Earth in an orbit which is between 
200,000 and 230,000 miles in radius. If Apollo 
were to be aimed at the Moon, by the time the 
spacecraft had travelled the 230,000 miies of 
intervening space, the Moon would have 
travelled quite a distance along its orbit, and 
would be somewhere else. 

In fact, Apollo has to be aimed at the point 
in space where the Moon will he ofter Apolto 
has made its journey. This is the same thing 
as trying to get to a certain railway station at 
the same time as an express train stops there. 

To estimate exactiy where the Moon will be 
at any time is a very complex calculation, and 
is worked out on computers. So the astronauts 
will already know the correct firing-time, and 
the precise direction into space in which Apollo 
will be pointing. 

Just before the new Zero Hour, Apollo is 
lined up carefully, by short bursts on the little 
servo-rockets of the Service Module. The 
astronauts strap themselves once again into 
their acceleration couches. The actual firing 
impulse will come from the Earth Base. 

Wham ! The single rocket-motor on stage 
three of the booster fires, with a 200,000 pounds 
thrust, and continues blasting until Apollo has 
reached a velocity of 25,000 miles per hour. 
Then it is switched off, and cast adrift. The 
Moon explorers are on their way. 

But to these explorers, now floating in a 
state of ‘ free fall ’ inside the Command 
Module, they do not seem to be on a Journey 
at all. There is nothing by which their eyes 
can Judge any relative motion. The great 
curving mass of the Earth, a wondrous blue- 
green, is behind them, or above them, or below 



The astronauts link the Lunar Excursion Module 
with the Command Module. 


them, depending on which way up they 
decided to float in the capsule at any moment — 
for there is no gravity, as far as the explorers 
are concerned, and no sense of direction. 

Everywhere around, they see a universe of 
stars, so thickly sown and brilliant that even a 
powerful searchlight shining at them from a 
mile away would be lost in the blaze of light. 

Outside the spacecraft Is a hard vacuum, in 
which no man could live for an instant without* 
a strong and shielded pressure-suit. At one 
point in the sky is the blazing gas-ball of the 
Sun, Elsewhere floats the Moon, a blinding 
crescent of silvery light where it faces the Sun, 
and a black mass with a faint halo where it is 
in shadow. 

This is like no Journey ever made on Earth I 
But the computers have calculated that Apollo 
is on a sure course. And the astronauts are 
already experts in navigating by the strange 
new star-charts of the universe. 

Their first task is to go outside the ship, and 
manoeuvre the Lunar Excursion Module round 
to the front of the Command Module, so that it 
is /inked on, nose to nose. 

Time passes. Slowly, their picture of the 
universe changes. The Moon, now immense, 
is looming near. Earth is far in the background, 
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After a safe landing, an Earthman walks on the Moon — for t/ie first time in history j 


a round, green-glowing ball. Ten hours have 
gone by since the stage three blast-off. 

Apollo is turned round so that the rocket 
motor of the Service Module is facing the 
direction of travel. The Moon is now a great 
curving mass. They are still dead on course. 

Wham J The motor is fired. And in a few 
minutes, Apollo is coasting round the Moon on 
an orbit only one hundred miles up. 

Two astronauts climb into the Lunar Excur¬ 
sion Module, and the third remains in the 
Command Module. The Lunar Excursion Module 
is unlinked from Apollo, and with a series of 
careful blasts of its rocket motor, it drops out of 
orbit towards the sunlit lunar surface. Apollo 
stays in orbit. 

With its motor blasting, the Module slowly 
settles on to a great volcanic lunar plain. 

Minutes later an Earthman steps out on to 
the Moon, for the first time in history 1 

In his pressure suit, he makes a gentle 
landing on both feet, his weight far less than 
on Earth. Low on the horizon, but always 
visible in the lunar sky, is the big, round, green- 
glowing ball which is the planet Earth, his 
home. And all around him is desolation — 
volcanic rock, pitted with meteorite holes, 
and on the skyline the bleak crags of some 
gigantic mountain range. 


In his pressure suit, nothing stands between 
him and doom except the oxygen in his tanks. 

For several hours the two astronauts move 
here and there on the Moon’s surface, taking 
samples, photographs, making observations. 

At a prearranged time, the Module again 
blasts off, and in a few minutes has joined up 
again with Apollo in orbit, and the two astro¬ 
nauts transfer back into the Command Module. 

At an exact moment of time, with Apollo 
once again lined up in a precise direction, the 
astronauts fire a 22,000 pound rocket-motor in 
the Service Module. And Apollo is on the 
journey home to Earth, leaving behind the 
Lunar Excursion Module to orbit the Moon 
forever—or until some future exploration team 
arrives, perhaps even to use it again. 

Twelve hours or so later, Apollo is hurtling 
into Earth’s atmosphere along a precise flight 
path called ‘ the entry corridor.’ 

At this point, the Service Module with its 
rockets, having done all its work, is jettisoned, 
and will burn up in the air. 

The Command Module, all that is left of 
Apollo, uses a drogue parachute, and then main 
chutes to slow its descent. Minutes later, 
having decelerated from the velocity of 25,000 
miles an hour, it comes down gently into the sea. 

The Moon explorers are home again. 
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^ nftf£€T TAfCt- 
OFfi SfitL 

UntMTt^OtO j 
^£4n YETf ^ 


Its CAflGO SAFBLY OEUVBRBO 70 A 
SAmifTE STATim Tt^BATreftEO 
AND RUSTING $PAC£-mP ROARED 
AWAY ON rrs RETURN JOURNEY 
70 EARTH.,. 



The satell tte crew shook 

TUEiR HEADS AND GRINNED.., 


you WOUtDN'T SET ^ 
Af£fKSrD£7}MrFLYrN6 
SCMP'HEAP/ ANV'miKe 
COULD HAPPEN/ ^ 


r beats we how > 

THAT TUB KEEPS 
so;ng.-. it was out 

^ OF DATE TWENTY j 
^ YEARS AGO/ J 


K YOU SEE, SKIPPER?^ 
PURRING AS SWEET AS 
A CARGO OF KITTENS NOW/ 
all she needed WAS THE 
k TOUCH OF A BORN a 
^^MECHANIC/ 


^ ITS THE ^ 
^STEERAGE CIRCUIT 
AGAIN, BEGORRA/ 
ONLY ONE WTO 
^FiX mAT...rj 


Blast-off’BROGAN. 

JOHNNY'S BUSINESS 
PARTNER AND 
MECHANIOSWUNG 
A mASSiVE FIST... 


WHAT'S NEEDED IS 
A NEW SMCE-SfffP,. 
AND ENOUGH MONEY 
TO BUY ONE/ ^ 





a^l 



ll "* lit ■ >w 




SHE'S WAVING 
UP AGAIN/ aO 
. SOMETHING/ 


At that vERYmmENi johnny starr. 

SKIPP&IOF rm OLD SPACE- 
ff^f&ITER, WAS mWNS TROUBLE,,, 



AT LAST THEY 
REACHED 
LONDON ,.. 


SURE AMD WE CAN 
DO WITH JXJOHNNX' 


WITH mCH, \ 
WE MAY FIND 
SOME MORE BUSINESS 
VWAITJN6 FOR US . 
V blast-off/ y 
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‘STAURWAYS' WU FLY ANYBODY OR 
ANyTNJNg AAfyWWSRffif.MR. 
s^t/mOHS! wrHAT'S THE CARGO ?> 


»f V^OFRCEA SmMtGeR 


I HOPE VDU DJDNT4UND 
ME COMING IN HERE... Ji' 
BUTIHADIOSEE VOO//\ 
THE DOOR WAS J% 

^ OPEN,,, 


f MY NAME IS SIMMONS.. A 
I'M A GEOLOGIST. I NEED 
you TO FLY ME AT ONCE TO 
A STAR CALLED LUPUS. 

, IT'S ONLY SMALL SO 
^^yoUYE PROBABLY NOT / 

V HEARD OF rr / 


^ I EXPECT 
LOCK NEEDS FIXING, ^ 
LIKE EVERY-miNG ELSE 
IN THIS OUTFIT/lIrtlAT 
, CAN WE DO FOR J 
K. you? ^ 



r ‘ {1 


'''' 

^ 1 

jr ' ■ 



r ' 

l^^ ™-.p' 














TmsmsfrTBrAhfy 
MEANS THE 
STRMi&ESTJOB 
JdMNNYAND Bi AST- 
OFF NAD D0f^.„ 

SO THE PALS 
READtiV AGREED* 


And so. for the second t/me that day. 

THEDUCHNBt TOOK TO THE AIR ... 


SAY NO MORE, MR. 
SIMMONS/GIVE US 
, TWO HOURS TO 
\ LCAP-rMf 
\ DUCfiBSB WITH 
FUEL AND 
7 SUPPLIES AND 
\ WE'LL BE ON 
> OUR WAY/ . 


r THERE'S HO CARGO/ MY PARTNER AND I WERE 
PROSPECTING ON LUPUS A MONTH AGO, UNTIL HE ^ 
WIISHEO, BELIEVING HIM TO BE DEAD 1 RETURNED 
TO EARTH, BUT EVER SINCE IT'S BEEN LAYING , 
. ON MY MIND. ( WANT TO MAKE SURE HE ^ 

V icu"r C'ri'i r Ai «t/e i m itfAr* y — 


AS MY OWN X 

SPACE-SHIP IS A 
BEING OVER- 
HAULEDAND 1 
SHALL NEED HELP 
^ TO FIND HIM... y 


f LUPUS IS REALLY ONLY A FRAGMENT 


FROM A LARGE PLANET MUCH FARTHER 
AWAY. MY PARTNER AND I WERE ^ 
hwTHE FIRST HUMANS TO LAND 

ON IT/ > 


ISN'T STILL ALIVE UP THERE/ 


SO IT'S 

VIRTUALLY ^ 
UNEXPLORED,EHp 
SOUNDS 

. INTERESTING/ J 


THERE IT IS, 
MR. STARR/ 

™ats lupus/ 


ATiASr. 


^ R(Gmf NOW LET'S SEE ^ 
IP I CAN COAX THE DUCftSSB 
. INTO A SMOOTH LANDING/ 









FAITH, AND I'VE SEEN MORE CHEERFUL- 
LOOKING PLACES THAN THIS, ^ 
SO I have/ 



[ tlMMONS UCKED HiS UPS H^RiTOU^. 


I RECOGNISE > 
THAT GORGE OVER 
THERE... I'M SURE MY 
PARTNER AND 1 
.WENT THAT WAY/ y 


WHERE DO WE 
START LOOKING 
FOR VOUR 
FRIEND? y 


I... I DIDN'T WANT TO WARN YOU BEFORE, 
IN CfiSe you REFUSED TO BRING ME HERE 
BUT ON LUPUS THERE ARE LARGE AND 
. FEROCIOUS animals / we CALLED ^ 
W THEM... 


BY THE BEARD ^ 
OF BLARNEY HIM¬ 
SELF/ AFDJr HE , 
. TELLS US/ y? 
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fits eocfcer-ptSTOL fiAMEO 
JUST IN Timi 


TmiJONNIOf STARR NBAi^ 
WE StlTHERINS SOlRfD 
again AliU>.,. 


lOOKetmBLAST- 

Off!AaC¥£YOU, 



BEJABERS^ IF THAT'S A ^ 
KHALED r DON'T BLAME 
you FOR NOT TELLING US 
ABOUT THEM/ I'D NEVER 

have come hear > 

THIS PLACE/ _<rC 


OH NO/ 
LGOKf 






W/ |LJ]|^J|Ujjy, t. 


1 



^4 






DOZENS OF THEM / TOO^ 
MANY FOR US TO SHOOT 
\xmH\eACKT&rfm 
^..BUCHESt QmacLY' 


SURE, AND I DON'T NEED 
TO BE TOLD TWICE/ . 
^js^COMEON/ 



The two space-freighted ^ 

AND WEIR CLIENT ONLY JUST / 
REACHED THEBf/OiiSS \ 
IN TIME. . . oS 


r SWITCH ON THE ^ 
CONTROLS, BLAST-OFF/ ^ 
IF Irt DON'T GET AWAY 
FAST, THESE BRUTES WILL 
.BATTER THIS SHIP TO . 
V PIECES / ^ 


Johnny %TARR threw iemselp 
mo THE mOT'SSBAt BUT,.. 


THEY...THEY'RE SMASHING 
THEIR W\V THROUGH/ 


r SORRY SIMMONS,^ 
BUT THIS re ONE JOB 
WE Of/rr HANDLE/ 
WE'RE LEAVING , 
LUPUS RIGHT / 
V NOW/ ^ 


you TEMPERA#ENTAL> 
OLD JUNK-heap; AND 
AFTER ALL THE LOVING 
CARE I'VE GIVEN YOU., 
you DO TN/$ TO M£ / 


r DON'T TELL 
SHE'S UP TO HER 
TRICKS AGAIN/WVr 
MOW/ ^ 


lAOHCNtHG^ 
ROCKETS wont 

L NAPfiimNS! A 
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As iFmouraAGEO AHG&i at 

BLASr~Qef% MAMMOTNf^/CK 

7M£fiifCMess mysA 

WUNMftOUS itBPtY/ 


thbh mjiiBT-m mvE 


THE WHOLE LAUNCHING 
GEAR UA£ SLOWN UP/ 
OME've HAD rr/_^ 


A EOM OF l3€t/6f/T, 


SHE'S SLOWN UP 
HER LAUNCHFNG-GEAR > 
ALL ftfSHX JOHNNY... 
aersMevMtonwt/p 
Tfmm $(ifAUos V 
. Asmur 


Johnny FOLtmEO the 

GEOiOOfSr THiNHJ&H THE OOftGE. 
THEN UP THE $iD£ OF A JAG6EP 
PEAK... 


im TAKE ME A COUPLE 
OF HOURS AT LEAST TO 
. CEPAJR THIS LFTUE > 
VI LOT/ 


you HEAR THAT, SIMMONS ? TH6RES ^ 
A GOOD CHANCE WE'VE SEEN THE LAST 
OF THOSE KRALEOS, SO WHILE BLAST¬ 
OFF GETS TO WORK WE'LL START A 
^LOOKING FOR WUR FWRTNER/ 


^ WE CLIMBED 
THIS MOUNTAIN,STAftR, 
THIS IS the way 
S_ WE WENT/ 


SOMfiWIVJOWMVY 
OPABBEDA 
FLAiLm HAND.,. 


^ SOMEONE'S 
SHOGTINGAT 
USj GET BACK 
AGAINST THE 
L WALL/ 


But AS s/MMom peached fop anothep 

HANDfmO. 7HEPE mSA LOUD OtACK ... 


SAVEMEfBOErr 

lETMEBAUr. 


A SHOPT DtOTANCE 
Amy. ON A ROCKY 
PEAK ... 


f \ CAN SEE HIM,SIMM0NS/ HE'S ^ 

AIMING AT THAT OVERHANG ABOVE 
US/ IF HE MANAGES TD LOOSEN rx 

fm*lL BAiHB A WHOLE A 
KAEALANCMEDOWNON ^ 
VT TOPOfOOr 


ABOPE ROCKET*&iN 
9i&L£lS EXPLODED., 


WELL WHOEVER^ DOING THE 
FIRING HAS GOT US WELL AND 
^^TRULY TRAPPED/ 


Tl 













































































ANtmteR 

OfTNm! 


mwrs ALL^ 

TH£ 5H0ariN6 
ABOUT? MAYBE 
..THErVE SEEN 
\ MORE OF THEM 
V KRALGOSy j 


Jomtr ysTAHcmmR 

AOCfCBT~9UN BULLET E)(PU>DeD..* 


BVTHEUKIKOF FT... 
mnEMORBSMOr 
muDorr£ ^ 


BurmNAS 7 NBMMON THE OPPOmE 
PEAKAiMBR yETASAlH... 




OR^HAPA mC£ TO MATCH HIS MASSfVE SIZE, 


Po/Loofciace 

f A KRALED^ YOU 

, muoole-heaoeo 

L BPALPEEHS?ETOH 
JkI SHOOTTHOf > 



BY THE BEARD 
OE OLD BLARNEY 
HIMSELF, THAT WASN'T 
NO RtCOCHET/THEY'RE 
SH00TJN©ATAI£/ 


THESECONP bullet Vm EVEHCLOSEB. *. 



FAITH, 

THE WHOLE ^ 

PLACE rs 

SHIVERINeANP 
.SHAKING/ , 


THE/HATE t/USHMAN'S VOfCE THUNPBREOOUT, 
AN AETONiSHtNO THINE HAPPENEO ,. * 
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flfilNUTEB LATBR 


JOHNNY THORfi 
^ CAN*T BSJWyOWF 
miH A vDic£ LIKE mn^ef 
IF I WASN'T SO HAPPY AT 
ME DISCOVERY I'D BE 
AFTER BUSTIN' YOU BOTH 
IN TVWO FOR POT-SHOTTINe 
V AT ME/ ^ 


^ *5F ^ 

WAS DOING 
THE SHOOTING, 
BLAST-OFF/ 
AND HE’S COMING 
ROUND NOW/ 



! 

Then,,,ithapp&^oagain,., | 


SODPEWL Y A QUN APPEAHEP IN SIMMONS’S HANl>,„\ 





F I KNOW 
WHAT IT IS/ 

LUPUS IS GOING 1 
TO DtStNTE&tMrMf] 



^GOTTDGET 

m awayin the 

ROCKET SHIP/ I 
OONT NEED 7D BOTHER 
about HARVEY AND ^ 

THOSE TWO SAKE-FREIGHTERS 
NOW/ IFTHEYISE NOT 
S, FINISH^ ALREADY THEY . 
\ SOON WILL BE... fKV£V A 
A LUPUS B/^AKS 

Ov upf 
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ms SOMETIMES 
HAPPENSID SMALLSTAR 
FRAeMsrrs ukb this one i 

THEV LAST FOR lAJNOREOS 

OP years; then sRAvrriEs 

AND ORBIT FRICTIONS RIP 
THEM APART/ IN MINUTES 
FROM NOW THERE WON'T 
«E ANYTHING LEFT 
OF lVP]JS...afi£/S/ 







NBVERmBLEQQ, JQHt^Y FfREP,ANO. 


' THAT THING > 
MUST HAVE ^ 
UNTAPPEPSOME 
UNPER6R0UM7 
GASSES/AND THE 
FLASH OF VDUR 
GUN iGNrreo j 
^ THEM/ < 


y THERESAISO^ 
f ACHANCE irs 
BURROWED AN 
ESCAPE ROUTE 
OUTOF HERE/COME 
Oli WE'VE GOT 
.NOTHING TO LOSE 
X BYTRYIHG/ 
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I CAN'TFINPOUT ' 
WHAT'S WRONG/ 

MV ONLY CHANCE OF 
SETTING AWAY PROM 
LUPUS IS TOGO 
BACK FOR THAT i 
IRISH MECHANIC/ J 


r SHE^ ^ 
'flavins upasain' 

/?0 SOMETHING, 
BLAST-OFF/ LUPUS 
IS GOING TO FALL 
L TO BITS ANY , 
5ECONO' ^ 


^ SURE,SHE'S ^ 
^ JUST SULKING, 
JOHNNY BOX ALL 
SHE NEEDS tSA 
RAT ON THE BACK, 
mm Wffi SCE'DGF 
V hammer* j 


I ONLY HOPE 
HE'S NOT... 
UUUUHHN* 


^ WMEET 

AGAIN, ' 
$|MAIONS,..THANKS 
TO AN OVERGROWN 
ROCK-WORM/ 


MBANWHtLE,sHmoNS ms 

AT TH£ CCfHTROlSOF'THS 
PUCHBQS'.,, 


1 


I'VE SWITCHED 
OH! J'VE PRESSED 
THE RIGHT 
BUTTONS/ 

Sur HOTHff/G'B 
HAPRGNING! 


fRAHTfCAUXAGAINAH& AGAIN, HB WBNT mROUGN 
THB TAKB-OFF PROC£PURG. 7HBN,.. 


But EVEN WITH THE RtONT HANPS AT 
THE CONTROLS, THE TEMPERAMENTAL 
OLO SPACE^ FREIGHTER STAYED , 

STUBBORNLY LIFELESS ... i 


Simmons stepped out the door 

AND INTO A RIGHT HOOK, . . 



ITHASN^r ^ 
MAPEANY ' 

DIFFERENCE/ 
SHESSna JAMMED 
UP SOLID/ , 


FUNNXIVW5 
SURE THAT WOULD 
DO THE TRICK/ 

TLL TRY IT ONCE 
^ MORE/ ^ 



THIS'LL 

LOOSEN HER UP. 
OOOPS *THE 
HEAP'S COME 
1. OFF/ . 


WATCH n; 
>OU CRAZY. 
UUUUHHHf 
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BEGORRAH, 
WEVE HAD IT 
HOW/ ^ 


LOOKWRfiif 

you*VB 

OONBi A 



N&CrtmTANX WITHABBLLQWifie BOAR, 
TfmOUCHBSO EKPLOOeO HER LAUNCHING 
ROCKETC-^^ 


^ SUREAND ^ 
VOUVE 6DT TO 

hand it to the old 

GIRL/SHE'S GOT 
A MIND OF HER 
OWH SHE HAS/ j 


AmORNB/ 



BLAST-OFF, ^ 
WEVE JUST GOT 
TO GET AMOTHEft 
SPACESHIP-BEFORE 
THIS CANTANKEROUS 
SCRAPHEAP GIVES . 

me HEART J 
V FAILURE/ 




I Ths man they mo rescued broke in. 


r MOUltE PORGETTWa 
BOYS/THIS RAT SIMMONS 
WILL GO TO JAIL,SURE,8UT 
HALF THAT GOLD HE TOOK 
BACK TO EARTH iGMfNE/ 
I'M going to pay you 

ALL HE OWES YOU— 

^ AND FOR SAVING 
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I ALWAYS > 
PREFERRED 
ROd^ETS 
WHEN I WAS 
A LAD' 


MV CHILDREN 


-m ym/e/nsBUTTm/ 


ON MV WAV 
HERE I BOUGHT 
THESE INDOOR 
fIREWORHS FOR 



MY PARENTS FOUND 
IT WAS NO USE 




ft/' 




AND AS I GREW 
UP, SO THE 
ROCRETS GOT 






BUT THESE 
ARE THE 
LARGEST THAT 
, ARE MADE, 

I sir: 


rewori^s 


UNTIL THE OAV CAME WHEN I DIDN'T 
THINK THE'/ WERE BIG ENOUGH... 



SO I BOUGHT ALL THE 
FIREWORKS THERE WERE, 
AND POPPED THEM 
INTO A COLOSSAL 
HOME- MADE 
ROCKET- CASE 
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WHEN IT WAS 
FILLED UP I LIT 
THE BLUE TOUCH- 
PAPER... 


s.. 


2 .. 




so I MADE MYSELF 
comfortable on the 

ROCHET AS IT WENT 
ZOOMING ALONG >•, 




IVMERE 
AM I ? 


BUT I DIDN'T RECOGNISE 
ANY OF THE LAND- 
MARHS.., 



I APPROACHED THE FIRST 
STRANGER I SAW... 


































































f 


SOMe Of THE MARTIAN'S PALS CAME 
RUNNING-AND I DON'T THINK THEY LINED 
THE LOON OF ME. EITHER I 





WHEN I SHUT THE DOOR 
SOME MECHANISM 
STARTED TO WORR. . . 



YOU'LL GET A ROCKET IF 
YOU DON'T GET ON WITH 
YOUR WORK, McGLEW.' 


THAT'S A 
CRACKER I 













































































































































IT Wf^S WHll.e HE WAS TFSTlMG SftITniM'S 
latest AfACAAFT, WHICH WHS 

BCTTEA KMO/Kl AS 'NUCLEAR nEUIE/ 

THAT FAMOUS TEST PaOT> AOO 
COLLINS, RECEIVED AN 
URGENT CALL FROM 
THE control 
TOILER*** 


GROUND CONTROL 
/^■'TfllLlNG E?<F£RtMeNTAL fl(R- > 
VrAFT'N* for NELUe. CALLING 
*W' FOR NELLie. DO NOT LAND. 
REPEAT, DO NOT LAND- STAND By 
V FOR FURTHER ORDERS/ 


+ + !#t 34c ij: :(t %3<c 3(c 4 e + ++ aft + + + + + + ♦♦+ + ♦ ++ 


ROD STAYED IN THE AIR FOR SOME TIME 
IVONDERIN© 4 VHA T IT WAS ALL ABOUT, 
UNTIL AT mpli-iF- 


SET COURSE ON NINETY. THREE DEGREES 
AMD PROCEED IMMEDIATELY FOR MOUNT 
ARAPAKO OeSERVATORY, FURTHER ORDERS 
CN ARRIVAL. 


BUT AS HE SIVUNG ON TO THE 
ORDERED COURSEi THINGS NERE 
FAR FROM CLEAR IN ROD CDUfrtS' 
MfNO. IT SEEMED CRAJY tO «M 
THAT HE SHOULD BE ORDERED 
TO take BRjTAlN '5 HEW TOP 
SECRET PLANE TO AMERICA*.* 
AND MOUNT ARAPAHO OF ALL 
PLACES/ FOR HE knew THAT 
THIS WAS THE HOME OF THE 

WORLD'S Biggest and most 
powerful TELESCOPe/ 


THE SLEEK SILVER-WINGED PLANE SWEPT WESTWARDS ACROSS 
THE ATLANTIC UNTIL, EiGHTY FOUR MINUTES AND SEVEN 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED MILES LATER, IT TOUCHED POwN 
AT MOUNT ARAPAHD, WITH ITS HUGE 
PARACHUTE BRAKE BILLOWING 
BEHIND IT. 


MOMENTS later A SPEEDY P)CK-UP 
DROVE UP AND ROD WAS GREETED BY 
A THREE* 5 TAR OENERAL. B? 0 M THE 
U* 5 . AIR FORCE* 



NOW Even MORE 
MySTiFteD*ROO FOUND 
HIMSELF CONVEYED 

rapidly towards the 
MASSIVE OBSERVATORY. 




ONCE iWSloe^ROO WAS awed by the 
FANTASTIC SIZE OP THE PlAC£. BUT HE 
EVEN MORE thunderstruck BV ThE TW 0 ^_ 
FIGURES WHO GREETED HIM — NONE OTHER 
THAN THE prime MINISTER OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
U NITED STATES/ _ 

'^ah. squadron leader couins- 

WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR 



THE PRIME minister came QUICKLY 
TO THE POINT*.• 


you HAVE NO DOUBT HEARD 

OF wKAr THE newspapers are 

calling THE 'CRAZY comet ",F 

you HAVE probably heard that 

ITS BEHAVIOUR IS COMPLETELY 
OUT OF LINE WITH THAT OF OTHER 

Planets, i will go further 

THAN THAT/WO COMET COULD 
y DO iUN/^r THtS 

STRTfNOE OBJECT 



^ IN FACT, THIS "CRAZY^ 

COMET "CANNOT BE A 
comet at all,' we want 
ID Find out WHAT IT IS. 
iW£ must know BECAUSE 
THIS OBJECT IS COMING 
TOWARDS EARTH. THE 



THE TEST PILOT WAS BEGINNING TO WONDER WHAT ALL THIS MAO 

TO DO WITH HIM WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER EkPLAINBP.*. 


THIS 15 A MCGA-TELE CAMERA. IT WILL BE FITTED ID 

YOUR Aircraft and you will take it up to the maximum 
altitude, there you will s^cufte pictures of this 

OBJECT WHICH WILL BE UNDISTORTED BY THE EARTH’S j 
ATMOSPHERE, YDUR PLANE CAN CO HIGHER THAN ^ 
_ ANY OTHER, I BELIEVE.^ _ 


v.ss. 
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ROO K«ew THAT THE HUCtERR ROWER UNIT5 OF NEUIE — 
RAM-JETS USjNG ATOMtC HEAT — COULD DRIVE HIM UP 
OVER 25 MILES, 


CAN GO EIGHT 
TIMES THAT HEIGHT. 
SGUAOftOH LEADER. 
THERE ARE THiMGS 
ABOUT HELUE WHICH 
>W DON'T KNOW. WHAT 

happens tP you allow 

THE NUCLEAR UNITS TO I 
RUN AT MAXIMUM NEAT 

continuously ?; 



ROD WHEEUP ROUND IN SURPRISE AS HE 
RECOGNISED THE NEWCOMER AS FPANKLIN 
WHITLOCK, INVENTOR OF THE NUCLEAR 
RAM-JET AMD DESIGNER Of NELLIE. 


r THEY COMMENCE TO BURN (TUT THEIR , 
uranium linings, GIVING OFF DANGEROUS 
RODlATlON AND EVENTUALLY EXPLODING. 


^ IT AMOUNTS TO THIS. ^ 

SQUADRON LEADER. WE’RE 
GOING TO SACRIFICE NELLIE, 
THE MOST ADVANCED 
AIRCRAFT IN THE WORLD, 

TO GET PICTURES OF THIS 
OBJECT IN SPACE/ IT’S 
UP TO YOU.' 


CORRECT/ BUT WHILE THEY'RE ^ 

doing THAT, THE JETS ACT AS ATOMIC fiOCK^TS, 
ICALCULATE T&IT you CAN ^ET UP TO AROUND 
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 

BECOME OAriG^muS. YOU’LL HAVE ^0 G^T YOUR 
PICTURES AND THEN JETTISON THE 
BEFORE THEY EXPLODE. THEN GET WHAT 5 LEFT 
WELue DOWN OU THE landing PARACHUTES^ 


UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF FRANKLIN WHITlOCK 
MECHANICS FITTED TM£ HUGE MEGA-TELE CAMERA 
UNDER A SPECIAL CANOPYOF DURAPlEX. NUCLEAR 
NELLIE WAS READY FOR HER LAST FLIGHT.'i 




AFTER EIGHT HOURS OF f£V£P'SH WCMK py 
THE MECHANICS ROO aiMBEO INTO THE 
COCKPIT AND NELLIE THUNDERED 
SKYWARDS LIKE A 


ACTING on WHITLOCK'S INSTRUCTIONS 
ROD WAS USING MOPE ROWER THAN HE NAD 
EVER DARED TO USE BEFORE,.. POWER 
THAT HE KNEW WOULD BURN THE HEARTS 
OUT OF THE MIGNTF NUCLEAR POWER UNITS. 


HIGHER AND HIGHER HE DOOMED, 
REACHING INTO AIRLESS SPACE, DRIVEN ' 
BY WHAT WERE NOW TWO ROARING 
JETS OF VAPOURISED METAL 



THEN, SQUARELY INTO 
ROD'S SIGHTS came THE 
BRIGHT tiny SHAPE OF THE 
"CRAZy COMET". HE 
PRESSED THE ELECTRICAL 

control and started 

THE CAMERA,,. 



WHEN ROD DARED WAIT NO LONGER. HE PRESSED 
THE FIRING SunONS THAT DETONATED ThE 
EXPLOSIVE RELEASE GEAR AND THE TWO 
GLOWING NUCLEAR UNITS WERE BLASTED AWAY, 




THE CENTRE PART OF THE FLYING WING, 
CARRYING ROD, THE CAMERA AND M 


THE PRECIOUS PHOTOS. PLUNGED 
EARTHWARDS, LEAVING BEHIND 
THE exploding POWER UNITS.., 


THE DOOMED MACHINE 
DROPPED LIKE A STOKE. THEN 
ROD LET OUT HiS LANDING 
PARACHUTES. FIRST THE 


REGULAR ONE AND THEN THE 
TWO emergency ONES. 




HE CRASH-LANDED ON A MOUNTAIN¬ 
SIDE AND, WITHIN MINUTES, A SEARCH 
FYIRTY HAP PICKED HIM UP AND WAS 
SPEEDING HIM BACK TO MOUNT 
ARAPAHO WITH HIS PRECIOUS FllM... 



LESS THAN AN HOUR LATER THE 
FIRST PHOTOGRAPHS WERE READY 
FOR viewing... 

^ YES. THAT’S NO COMET/ 

THIS 15 SOME GIANT SPACE SH(^ 
THE CREATION OF ALIEN CREATURES 
FROM SOME DISTANT COSMOS. 
gentlemen. THE EARTH IS FACED 
WITH THE POSSIBILITYOFAN 
INVASION- 

L FROM OUT£R SFRC£^* 
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m THE D>»ys THAT ^ 

THC 6REAr BALI \H TKE BKV ^ 
^ BIGGER AND BiGOER ^ 

until tkere was ndt one ^ 

^RSOM IN AU TWE WORLD ^ 
WHO WAS NOT AWARE Of iT, ^ 


DlFFEReWT PEOPLE REflCTEO 
TO THE NEWCOMEA IN THE SKV 
IN OIFFERENT WAVS. WITCH 
POCrOA5, FOB (NSTflNCE, 
CLAIMED that it was PART 
OF TH6IR OWN MAGIC 


The entire normal life of the 

WORLD WAS THROWN INTO CONFUSION 

6y -me wist stranger from space, 

LEAOERS OF NATIONS APPEALED TO 
THEIR PEOPLES TO BE CALM.*r 


HOWEVER, the watchful EVES 
OF THE NATIONS’ AIR FORCES 
WERE UPON THE MOMS TER. 


ON TH6 BJOHTh QAV OF THE 
SPHERE»S EERtE PATROL i 
AROUND THE EARTH, A 
SPECk WAS SEEN TO 
DETACH ITSELF* 


SPECK SPED DOWNWARDS AHO 


fTwwOR earthquake shocks may 6E ^ 

EXPECTED AT ANV TIJME. THIS IS BECAUSE 
THE SPACE-SPHERE IS GBCUNG IN AN 
ORBIT ARDUMO OUR PLAMET AT fl HEiGHT 
OF OVER ONE HUNDRED MILES. 


the 

GAINED FORM AS IT NEARED 
THE GROUND,.* 


THE behaviour of THE SPHERE CLEHRuV 
PROVES THAT IT IS CONTROLLED BV 
INTELLiGEWt BEINGS, BUT AS VET 
HAVE HO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT 
THESE CREATURES HAVE ANy HOSTILE 
INTEWTIOM TOWARDS US, EVERV EFFORT 
FOR A PEACeFUt CONTACT WITH THEM > 
^_IS BEING MAPE._<^r 


vl 

,„Tne intruder 

APPEARS TO BE OF 
DISC SHAPE, AND 19 
APPROACHING AT 
LFANTASTIC SPEED... 




IT SWEPT LOW OVER LONDON AND ORCLED AT REDUCED 
SPEED AS THOUGH IT WAS SURVEYING THE GREAT CITV. FOR 
THE SAKE OF CAUTION, THE INCIDENT wAg TREATED AS 
T^lOUGH IT WAS 


AN AIR RAID... 


\ ...BUT THIS WAS NO ATTACK, AND THE VAST DISC 
- SPED AWAy TOWARDS THE SOUTH WEST..* 



.., TO DEScewo slok/lv on twe lithe 

HAM LET OF LANE-END CORNERS. 


N^V- 







THE thing 5AT 'mCAE WHERE THE HAMLET 


HAD BEEN. BUT MORE THAN THE PATE OP THE 
PEOPLE OP LAWe-EHO CORNERS WAS AT 

S TAKE. AND SO, A FEW HOURS LATER, AR 
PFICIAL ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THESE 
BEINGS Pf^M BEVOND WAS MAOE. 

A SENIOR MEMBER OP THE BRITISH 
CABIN ET APPROACH^* . * _j 
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TME would-be PEACE'WflKei* STOOD 

thep-e wAfTt^re foa some si&n 

FftOM WltHlM TKI£ huge SMELL. THEM, 
SUDPEMUy. FFOM THE SKy ABOVE 
came TME DROMING of H<0H FLVfMG 

BOMBERS. 



OEMERAt, 

seMPLiR, whose aircraft 
Are those ? 


NOT OURS. SfR. ALL OuR ^ 

squadrons are SROUMOEP 

ACCOROtNS TO OROCRS, UNTIL 
TH>S ATTEMPT AT CONTACT HAS 
BEEN MADE/ THET'RS FOREIGN 
MACHINES taking THE LfllV 







• • . THE ATTACKING FORCE WAS BLASTED FROM 
THE SKV By THE EXPLOSION. OF ITS OWN tVEAPONG. 
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ANy SP£CUl.Arf£M| THAT THE WOAID 
KAP seem TWe LAST Of the WVAMftS 

rwM sMce soon ceased wheh 
the park shape op a MtGHTV DtSC 
SKIMMSP OVER THE PORT OP 
CASPAHAM, ON THE PfRSlAM GiJLF... 





THEV WALKED THROUGH TMB HERMERV 
COMPLETELV UHTROUei-60 BV THE HAJL OF 
BULLETS DIRECTED AT THEM BY THE fWNiC- 

stpickch guards. 



THEN SUDDEALV A GREAT ROAR 
VUA5 HEARD AS SOME NOT 
FLYIN6 LEAD PIERCED ONE Of 
THE OtL TANKS/ 

kVW\\* r 





85 










































































































THEN, PfiOfA THE HUGE I»SC IVNICH 
HOVEftiNG fleove, A Gf#»NT STEEi, CLflW 
DESCEUUEC? OH GLEMQER, SHrHlNG THRERPS, 



THE CUR\/ING FINGERS 

enclosed the lOCOMDTiL'E 

AND fl moment later IT 
BEGAN TO RJGE*.. 




MERNWHIt-E A TERBIREP RADIO OPERATOR WAS LENDING OUT FRANTIC- 
CALLS FOR HELP. 


THEN, SUOOENCV; AN OvERLOAOeO 
ELECTAlCRL TRANSFORMER iN THE RA&lO 

GAsie wav with a vivid Slue flash/ 


OUrStPE^ A PASSING INVADER 
STOPPED WYTH A SUDDEN, VIOLENT 
JERK AnP fell SILENTLV TO THE 

ground. 



UN A WARE OF THEiR COMPANION’S 
FATE, THE iNVAOERS ENTEREP THEIR 

flving machine which Rose SWIFTlV 

into THE fljR AMO PISAPPEARED AS 
aUlCKLV AS IT HAD COMB / 



THESE WERB the (JUESTIONS 80Z2IKIG IN THE HEADS OF ALL THE 
REFJNERy WORKERS AS THCy APPROACHEP THE ST(LL BODY OF THE 
CREATURE FROM THE UNKNOWN. 
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swiFfly THfi Msivs swepr XT 

aCUN£7 TM£ WOALD, TkG FrRST 

Of TM£ jvfAtt&irt.y iNviMcteu 

CaeAromS AAO FAUEK IKTO 
HUMAN HANDS*' 

AHP fN LONDON A MGgTlNG 
OF WORLP.FAMOUS SCfEN-nSTS 
ReOuGSTEO THAr THE BOOy 
SHOULD BE AUSHEO TO THEM 
FOR exAMWATJON.*# 




LAren. franklin wh(Tloc#c, whose 
NUCLEAR AtACRAFf, NELLIE, HAD BEEN 
DESTROVEO when TESt PILOT ROD 
COLLINS took ir UP TO GET A 
PHOTOGRAPH OF the COMET, BURST 
I NTO ROD’S room.** _ 

" I SEE THgy'VE GOT ONE OF THOSE 

JhINGS/ I'D CCRTAlNLy LIKE TO Nflvg 

A LOOK AT IT/ 


' THArS JUST WHAT 
yoU'RE GOING TO DO/ 

GET REAPy, COLLINS. 

NELLIE number TWO <5 
FINISHED- you’RE GOING TO 
take her on her first trip- 

'TO COLLECT THE 600^.'^ 


ASK.N.2., AS NELLIE NUMBER TWO WAS OFFlClALLV KNOWN, WAS ROUEP OUT 
OF THE HANGAR ROD COLLINS SAW HER FOR THE FIRST TIME, SHE WAS A 

bigger job than her prepecessor and she had boosters (N 

TWO PAIRS OF ROCKETS,., 



TO CAS PAHA N 


X VES, X 

/ HERE ARE VOUR ^ 

official orders. 

I’M AFRAlO yOLP*LL, 
HAUE TO TAKE NELLIE 

number two up 

WITHOUT ANy > 

tests/ 


SHE'S A BEAUTIFUL JO0, IF SHE 
HANDLES AS WELL R5 SHE LOOKS, 
I'LL HAVE NO GROUSES. - 


WITHIN AN HOUR ROP COLLINS WAS TOUCHING DOWN AT THE 
LANDING STRIP ALONGSlOe THE GREAT CA5FAHAN 
REFINERIES IN THE HEAT OF THE PERSIAN GULF... 


BIG AS SHE WAS, THE G>AHT X.N.Z. LIFTED 
FAOM THE RUNWAY LIKE A PtHT-SiZeO FIGHTER 


AND THE POWERFUL RAM-JETS SENT HER 
SCREAMING INTO THE SKy.,* |—;- 


Hf^^ouapron^x:: 

LEADER COLLINS?^ 
I’M THE SENIOR OFFICIAIJ 
HERE. W£ HAVE THE** j 
..ER... LOAD REAOy / 

FOR you. 


GOOD LUCK.' ’ 

And go easy with 

THOSE BOOSTERS 
FOR A START, * j 


you chaps 

certainly DON’T 
WASTE ANYTIME. 

bring it on board. 


I'Ll watch IT, 
^ $0 LONG/ 


ALL OVER THE MOALO 

people were asking 

THOSE SAME OuESriONS 
WHERE NAD THESE 
STRANGE BEINGS COME 
from;* what pio they 


ROP FELT A OUEEA CRAWLING OF HIS SPINE AS HE 


STARED AT the still BODV OF THE CREATURE 
FROM SPACE, 


want.f 


then another thought 

suppose 


where 

IN THE galaxy 


f STRUCK ROD _ 

^ '■•mmss N ^ THESE creatures were 
^ *iusr an advance pARry— 

? A MERE VANGUARD TO FEEi 

I Out the way for invasion 
i ON A VAST SCALE ,' 

WHAT MADE THEM EVEN MORE MYSTERIOUS WAS THEJR 


DO THEY COME FROM? 
WHAT ARE THEY UP TO? 
ARE they just 
weighing us up 


BEFORE they ATTACK? 
... BEFORE THEy WIPE 
US OFF THE FACE OF A 
THE universe ? 


behaviour, why SHOULD THEY DESCEND ON A PEACEFUL 

English village and uproot it from the ground/ 

AND what DIO THEY WANT WITH A RAILWAY ENGINE.^ 


THElR ACTIONS WERE 
NOT THOSE OF WOULD-Bfi 
CONQUERORS 


_ _ALTHOUGH 

WITH THElR WEAPONS AND 
MACHINES, IT WAS GUITE 
clear THAT THEY COULD 
HAVE BEEN. 
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later. JN tHE BfUrtSH SCIENCE JWSTfTUTE, LEflQtMC 

OP AViNV NAT tows EXAMiN£I> THE- AUEW... 


jr*S AMAZ(W 6 / 

THERET'S no SION Of ANy 
HEART OR FEEOJNG SVSreM/ 
TNEV MOST ABSORB ENERGy 
IN SOME FORM UNKNOWN 



SIR RAVMOMP mart, the 6RlTt5H 
SCfENTI S-^II4TERJECTEP OUt£TLy«. 


SO that explains WMV our PRESENT 

WEAPONS ARB USELESS flGA(N3T 
them/ we MUST* START WORK ON A ^ 
RflOlO WEAPON At ONCe, e£NTt.EMSN/ 
THE FATE OF THE WORUO LIES \f* OUR 
HANDS/ IF the mVAOERS SHOULD 
ATTACK (N FORCE BEFORE wB ARE 
REAOy WE WILL BE OVERWHEuMEP#*. 
we MUST AND TWE WAVELENGTHS 
THAT ARE POISONOUS TO THEM/ 



THEN MONSIEUR LE6EL.THE NOTEO 
FIWNCH SCIENTIST, PURSED HiS 
I tPS AMP SPOKE, _ 

IN MV OPINION THESE S 

CREATURES ARE FED py RADIO 
ENERGy.* Ze SHORT CIRCUITING 
OF THE TRANSFORMER AT 
CASPAHAN MAy HAVE THROWN 

Our AN ultra-short wave that 
WAS POISON TO Their SVSTEMS 
AT SHORT RANCE.- 


X see WHAT you mean. 

THESE CREATURES, "eAT* 

radio waves the wav 

we EAT F? 00 O, THE 

WRONG soar or radio 

WAVES CAN KILL THEM,. 



AT THAT VERY MOMS NT A PARK SHAOQW WAS PHLLfNg OVER LONOON/ 


IT'S 

INVADERS/ RUN.' 
THEWE COM 6 to 
^ Wipe US OUT/ 


AND PBOPlS STAMPEDEP iN ALL DIRECTIONS 
AS THE GieA ntic OISC DESCEMOED TO MOVER LOW 
OVER THE HEART Of THE CITV/ 



THE GREAT D)5C TOUCHED DOWN IN GREEN PAWC 
AMO A SGUAD OF THE CREATURES FROM THE UNKNOWN 
HEADED FDR THE BRITISH SCIENCE INSTITUTE, 






- . ■ V mi 
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Twe BfllLLiANT SC\BH'n^TS All 
GASPEO tM flMA2gMeNT.^ 

'50Nl^E«werTER/ TMEy'VE^ 

, 9«0UGHT WiM BACK TO UFE./) 


SUCTION-PADS W£fi£ ATT ACHE O TO - 
eOTA sides of THE S'UENT FIGUAE AHP 

Twe MysTEffiOus machine began to 

PUL5ATC/f 'I'lAtyiiiLV'B' > ^ ' . • / 


n4£ HUM FROM the machine 

Ptose TO A SNAIEK... and SiOWtV 
THE FIGURE ON TH£ SLAB SAT 
UPAJStfT,^ • '" ' V 4 ^ 


\ NO/ DON'T you see/ > 

H£ WASN'T PEAO/ IT VVAS 
^TM6 missing HEART-BeATS THAT 

Misteo US/ THey've SfMPt.y 

REVfVeD Him* THAT MUST B£ ONE 
Of THElA RflOtO-EWeROV MACHlweS/ 


'f WC'flg—StfLl AS 


FROM RNOiNG a pgfgNSiUe 
WEAPON AGAINST THEM AS 
gl/'EA Wg WSRg.^ I reckon 
THeV»Ae JUST twing with 
US/ WHEN THgy DO STflIKg, 
ClVJUSATtON WILL eg ^ 
IS^ NiPEO OUT/ 


WITHIN MINUTES THE MEN FROM 
SPACE HAD HgLpgO their COMRADE 
BACK TO THgIR HUGE FLYING 
SAUCER and WgRE GONE/ 

^ LOW/ THERgX" 4J 
^Hgy GO*^ WHAT'SV^ 
"7 GAME^^^^S 


THE FOLLOWING PAV SAW THE NEXT 
Move OF the iNVINCieLg STRANGERS, 
IT WAS A MOvg WHICH LEFT THE 
frightened world BEWIUDgRED 
AND wondering, over LOWER 

EGyPT THE alien GIANT pt5C 
DE5CEHD£D NEAR THE UALtEy OF 
THE PHARAOHS*** 


ANO THE huge CLAW APPEARED AMD 


tore the ANClENr STATUE OF MEMNON 

RIGHT OUT OF THE DESERT SANDS 

- 


BEFORE DRAWING IT Ui 
OF THE GIANT PiSC/iai 




TWENTy HOURS LATER OVER THE 
NEVADA DESERT AMERICA'S MIGHT/ 


NEW ATOM'GUM WAS SWEPT INTO THE 
ALIEN FlVING machine AND CARRIED 


ti, AUAM,‘ 
THE EVIL SPlRtTG 
PROM TMe STARS, 
bw pcee/ 


^HE ultra-short RflDfO^ 
WAVE weapon iS C>yR OHi.y 
HOPE/ we MUST WORK ON 

L those lines at once/ J 


Off TO THE PARENT PLANET, HIGH 
ABOVE THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE 


THE VAST, humming MACHINE 
HOVERED LOW OVER THE GREAT 

UNEft, completely dwarfing IT* 


SEVERAL DAYS OF TENSE WAITING 


ON THE BRIDGE OF THE UNER. 

THE FIRST OFFICER SCANNEO THE 

SKV.*. 


FOLLOWED.' IN WASHINGTON A 
NURPiED CONFERENCE OF THE HEADS 


STEAOlUy WESTWARDS 


THESES something T 
COMING TOWARDS USr L 
SIR/X think IT'S...* ^ 

/rv SPAce 
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GREAT SCOTT/ 

THEVRE VAMISHING, MAN/, 
TH£'^*(ig DiSi^PPERUmG/ 


LIKE S^*OWFLflKeS IN THE 




Fort tME FIRST time the 
CReATU#?ES FffOM SPACE 
ran in &UHO PANIC FROvM 
A FORCE THEV COUU? NOT ft6HT/ 



THey>ve GONE/ TERRIFIC WORK 
JOCK/ NOW we KNOW HOW 
TO HANDLE THEM/ y-- 


COME ON DOON AGAIN, ^ 

r LAooies. and Anau oie ve 
Another ta^te of ma hose. 


PARATROOPS 
»E eOUfPPED 
r AT ONCE/. 


PETROL/ 


AT VOUR 
targets 
/t/M/ 


LUMME 

WHAT AN ARMy/ 

TNey«LL BE turning US 

INTO AlR^RAlO WARDENS 
NEXT.' 


MOMENTS LATER THEIR EGG'LIKE RVIWG wA5 

SPeeDiNG back to the giant disc abov^e while the huge 
G rtflps released their hold On the ship* 




IN THE capitals OF THE WORLD 
THERE WAS A FRENZy OF 
EXCITEMENT AS THE AMAZING 
NEWS WAS FLASHED AROUND, 
THE CREATURES HAD SEEN 
defeated, AT last a MEANS 
HAD BEEN FOUND TO FIGHT 
THEM/ WATER—simple 
WATER— MEANT A SWIFT AND 
CERTAIN END TO THEM.' 


AND AT AN EMERGENCy MEETING 
OF THE combined chiefs of 

s taff,.. __ 

I SUGGEST THAT ALL 
AND COMMANDO UNITS BE 
WITH WATER-THROWERS A 

use one-man Flame 
But fill them with 
INSTEAP of OELLieO 


AND LATER AT A PARATROOP 
TRAINING OePor IN 
SOUrHERN ENGLAND.#. 
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8flCK Ifg LWPOW Twe &RtTlSH 
PRIME Ml MISTER CflLLEO A 
CQUMOL Of WAR^^t _ 

"^(SEMTtEMEUt BRiGHTPORP IS^ 

BEING /ITTACKED/ TWe SPACE 
RfllOERS HAVE tRMDEP/ ' 

MUST FIGHT SACK IN TUE OtilV 
WAY W6 CAN,' I»M ORPERINS 
THE THIRD PARATRDOP DIVISION 



IT WAS AT THIS STAGE THAT ROD 
COLLINS, THE TEST PILOT OF THE 
WORLD'S MOST advanced AiRCfiAFT, 
WAS BROUGHT BACK INTO 
CONTACT WITH THE THREAT FROM 

OUTER SPACE... [ -^ 

^ IS faster than ANVTHuJG 

ELSE we*ve GOT. I WANT YOU TO 
RUSH the first assault PLATOON 

TO BRIGHTFORD* the rest of the 

PARA, division will &E FOLLOWING 




AND THROUGH THE BLAZING CHAOS MOVED WE ReLENTLESS SPACE 

creatures, driving the TgRRlFieO SURVIVORS BEFORE THEM/ 


X.N.Z* WAS wheeled out onto the TARMAC AND SOON THE 
PARATROOPS WERE FILING ON BOARD... 





THEy SAV 


THESE GOOmS 
VANISH AS Soon 
AS THE WATER, 
.TOUCHES THEM/ 


THey PONT you cflrt 

^KlSS VOUR AUNT FANNy 
rGOODBye.' COR.' THEV OUGHT, 
^ TO CALL THIS OPCffATlON^ 
SCENTSPRAV/GlVe METWe, ; 
jOLD IpMMy^GUN ANV TIMS/ 


i 




8 w 




MEANWHILE ROD COUlNS WAS 
MUSING OVER the SITUATION- 

THE CREATURES DIDN’T 'S. 

start anv trouble UNTI L 

THAT WATER BUSINESS. I OOHt| 

believe they M0AA/r 

TROUBLE/ BUT THE WATER 

rattled them baduv and 

THIS IS THEIR RETALIATION. 
BUT IF THEy DIDN’T INTENO 
JO COHOUEd EARTHj, THEN 

WHAT THE Blazes p/p 

THEY intend.^ 



O^THEV'VE ^ , 
f- SPOTTED US/ 
^JUMP.-' r»iL MOLD 
HER ON AN EVEN 
KEEL AS LONG AS 
X CAN. HURRV. . 


BUT, JUST THEN, AS X.N.X 
neared the SMOULDERING 
RUINS OF BRiGMTFORD.** 




AND SO THE PARATROOPS 
TUMBLED OUT OF THE SPOTTED 
PLANE IN RAPID SUCCESSION 
AS THE MYSTERIOUS FLYING 
Disc FROM ANOTHER WORLD 
SWOOPED DOWN ON ROD’S 
AIRCRAFT.' 
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Us wB. siu&iAf/r tfAfiT. rm 0 mta one 

aostp W Off Tfff iVOSlO'S MOST Ai>VONCi0 
HyCtBAA AtACftAfT.,, 



TALU ABOUT ^ 
JONAH AND TH£ 
tVHAlE / UE HAD 
NOTNINO ON 


$UODENL K ROO WAS PlUft&fD INTO AN 

££At& DAAfeN£SS AS Ttfi X,N.2. WAS SWAliOWSD 

UP BT TU£ 6ASAT fLYlNa MACAWS fROM AN07ASA WOQiU 


c 

9 

A 





MOmSNTS LATgA 7A€ DtSC HASNSD 
shywaaos at mcAEoms s»ffi> 

AND B£fOO£ fom n UOVSAW AT 
TNS SNTAANCS PORT OF TN£ 
AOmiC/AL PIANST THAT WAS TU£ 
CS£ATi/P£S' AQM£,, . 


Tl 

fl/fWi 

fill’!’' 

-Ll-I ■;! 

I 




r\ GASAT SCOTTf ^ 

iNSrOE rH£$£ DOMES ^ 
AAE AU THE THINGS THE 
CAfATOOES TOOH FHOM 
EARTH. TUEl^'AE ALL SET 
OUT AS IS THEV IVERE J 
. ON SHOW / 


/too COllWS BUNkSO m jus briguj 
ttOAT and lOOtfSO AAOUf /0 MtMf STAi 


ttOAT AND lOONSO AROUND NfMf STOSTCfffNG 
OUT BSfORS UfM WCRB n iiH ^ n ■ 


Aom OF NUGE, 
StfAMWG _ 

DOMES its 



/V( 007/7/ THESE 


WfiSN ROD LOOKED CLOSER NE SAW rHA7 
UNDER TRE SLEA/N/NG DOMES WERE OlNER 
OBJEC7S TRA7 D/D NOT COME FROM 7ffE EAR7U. 
BUT FROM OTUtR WORLDS 
unknown 70 um, 

TUSH, SUDDENLY A 
S7RANBS NOTfON 
SlRilCK tfIM,., 


fCHfajuass ARE COUECT 
DffS; TOSV'VB SATHEREO 
SPECIMENS Of UPS fROM 
EPERV PLANET IN THE 
SAlAJfV.' THAT'S WWV' THi 
0*pNT KT NASTT UNTIL 
^MlTAmD THEM WlTl 
^ATEB HOSESf THI 
WEREN'T lOOJfINff FOR 
mo. TREY WERE MUN7L 
\^OR 7um$ FOR TRtm 
coiiECT/ON : 
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Ulong enffEfi stof Of rue gusat 

uffu wgfiE TfiampAdENT ooms 
coMTatwm wftso cfifarvaes 

PNQ SimSTEa PEUCS fRO/A /ifaNY 

mRi.as. t. 



MtHSN ROD fli/NG OHn the fffSELaGE DOOR., 


OftERT SHAKES f TWflT 
ONE OV£R TM£a£ CONTAINS 

the villace that TU^y 

LIFTED llf€IIT OUT Of THf 
£NCLISI| COUNTRYSIDE ! . 






ftfEHTRE VTUMGEDS mRDB (QSMftC 
GESTURES wmtu CavSEP ROD To 
turh round ... 


IRE CRSfiTURES. 
NOW I'M FOR IT.' 



^TUfWE OOTWf' 

^THfflfS N0THJW6 I CAN , > 
DOAGAINSt THESE FlENOS/ 

BUT f'YE GOT TO GET A MESSAGE 
TH0OUGII TO EARTH AND TEIL 
THEM IVHAT I’VE ROUND OUT / 


CORfiiREQ. RO& SWifTLY 
UNBUTTONED NTS BREAST POCKET 
AND SmrCNED ON Hit POCKET_ 
SNORT- WAVE MBTO,. 



CRUfNG EARTNTCAUWS ANY 
STATION ON EARTH/ROD COLl/NS 
Of CONDON SPEAK/NG. CAN YOU 
NEAR AtETf AM A PRfSONER ON 
THE mVAOERS’ PLANET. THEY'RE 
CtOStNC IN. TINS fS MV LAST 
^ MESSAGE f 


i 
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Us noo tiASTtLY TsaNSMtmo ms \ 

TthsaCf m» uis tMAii Iwjpf' \ 
UMVf AAOtO H£ pauseo tN AMAli- \ 
MitfT. Ttte ABVRNCmG UA& \ 

sjApreo ro Pf£L ASOur u^c&*rPQiiA$cy. 


^ IN 

thb UNivfflse 

Happenmo 

TO TH£(V! ? 


r/ff/Y ROO RfM&MSfAfO TH£ 

TMiORY TNAT A C£A7A(N 
\WANOWN PADiO WAYi’l£N67A 
ms SATAI to THi CASATUAiS 
mo LWiQ OTt AAOiO £N£AGY.. 



HfiH/E STRUCK THE ONE 
WArt-LENGTH THAT THfiy 
C AN'T stand •' JT‘S POISON 
TO THEM JUST AS SOME 
POOO IS POISON TO, 
PEOPLE ON EA aw . 



UAVfNG AtS TAATiSMtTTiA SWiTCH£QOA. 
POD COUmS TOANBO Qt//CMBY TOWAA&S 
THE 6ABAT DOAif tA m/CA TAB 

iMPAisofYeo vfUACe was uoosbo-- 


THEPE'S A CHANCE WE CAN STKL 
ESCAPE IP ONLV I CAN FINP SOME 
tVAY OF releasing these PEOPL£,TMEPf 
DOESN'T SEEM TO BE A COOP OF ANV . 
kind/ 



T//fA AOC PROPPED OW owe £W££ 


tVA/fAMWOTE' > 

THIS Floor panel 
MUST OE the answer, 
THESf THflEC 8UTT0NS 
ABF MEANT TO 8E 
operated eVA THfitf 
TOfO FOOTf . 



POO PRESSED WE TMABB SUTfOWS 
StMDLTAAEOUSLY AND THE GREAT 
SfOES OP THB QOM£ S/i£NrLV' 
PARTED-,. ■ 


CQMf QW, 
£Y€RYOHe / 
GET TO MY 
PLANE, QUtCK 



BA£A7Pt-(SSLY THE VtUAGEAS 
SCRAMBLED ABOARD ROD'S PLAWE. 


HORRY up: my 
RADIOES EATING OP 
THE CURRENT.' (FTN 
BATTERIES GIVE OUT 
*V£'Af SHHtc: 




\8UT AS she HfT TH£ A/flL£SS 
iVofO. THE AIRCRAPT DROPPBOl 
XiikBASTOHE^ 


WE'RE FALLING IN SPACE. 
THERE'S MO AIR.' I'YE GOT 
TO PULL HER OUT OF IT AS 
SOON AS WE HIT THE EARTH'S 
ATMOSPHERE OR THE WMGS 
Wilt BE RIPPED OFF/ 


mrHtH TU£ SfAlfD WJW. Wf 
RfSCDfO yniAGiRS WERE iRiAmHS 
THB AMAtf "f QBVGfH. OWfPWm . 
7it€Y WOmO HA¥§ PfR/$UfB HY THE 
A/RLESS VOtO, 



GQlt^l SHE’S ^ 
UNDER CONTROL .'NOW 
10 GET A MESSAGE BACK 
TO EARTH'THE SECRET 
THAT SHOULD DRIVE OFF 
mSE CREATURES FROM 
, SPACE/ 


RAD SATTLEO Wm THE CONTROtS AS 
THf EARTH'S air- iAY{R BEGAN 70 
WH/SFIE AND SHRfEN AffROrrN& 
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^ujN^iL srArto/t^y^^cohlfii 

speAKtm : sram sv fOR priority 

mS^AOS. liitli ALL fAPm 
TRAHmimRS 70 ONE POINT ONE 

MfOACfCtES : ruts wave -lengtn 



WAR 8SL0WON EARTH, NATIONS 
WHO WERE P/RNr/NQ A iOf/NB 
BATTIE A&AfNST THE CREATURES 
FROM SPACE NtARO ROO'S 
At ESS ROE AND, IN OES PE RATION] 
ACTED ON it: 

RAOlO TRRNSAf/rrEAS AU OVER 
THE GLOBE SWUNG OVER TO THE \ 
OEAOl Y WAVE-LENGTH ., . 




AN rUE WAR-TORN 8A7TlE-\ 

FfELDS OF THE WORLD THE 
myAOERS WERE STRUCK SY 
ITS EFFECTS 


JUST LOOK AX 
THOSE UiZTV 


SflUC£ft9.T«eY'KE 
coNf ce»Y/ ^ 


LOOK AT'EM.' ^ 
IVMArS , 
ttAPP£N/NG?J 



^VES, QENERAi, N 
A LOT TO 

TMANir ROD C01UN5 
fOR : 


iNAll CORNERS OP THE GLOBE 
THE EYES OP THE WORLD WATCHED, 


GOING 

DONE 


SIR 


THEV 


R£ 


WE 


VE 


IT 




Back at lcndqn a/rport rod 

COLUNS WAS MET SY A^SPEdAL 

ESCORT wmcH rushed mm i 

TO D0WN/N6 STREET.. . A 


There, the prime minister came 

STRAIGHT TO THE POINT. . . 

YQm& man, YOUtt WAVE-LEfiQlU 
DlSCOl^Ffty NAS GIVEN THt V/OflLD A 
SRFATUING SPACE.' GUT WE MUST 
BE PREPARED fOR AN E^EN GREATER 
SROH'OF strength FROM THESE 
DEVILSyou KNOW MORE ABOUT 
THESE INVADERS THAN ANV LIVING 
MAN, TELL US WHAT WE SHOULD 


IN MVOPlWfON IT'S ALL OVER! 
m GUESS^IS THAT THE PLANET 
FROM SPACE WILL GET PWAV 
FROM HERE AS FAST AS IT 
CAN / 




I'LL TELL 
VOO WHAT I 
THINK, SIR/ 


/ 


m 


YOU'RE AN OPTIMIST, 
YOUNG man; THEY WON’T 
GIVE UP THE CONRUECT OF 
THE WORLD AS EASILY 
AS THAT ; 





BUT THEY DIDN'T COME TO 
CONQUER THE WORLD,SIR.' THEIR 
PLANET UP THERE IS A VAST 
/VIUSEUM; THEY DIDN’T FIGHT 
back UNTIL WE provoked THEM 
WITH OUR WEAPONS / I BET THEY'RE 
ALREADY ON THEIR WAY. AND THAT 
Wt»Vfe SEEN THE LAST OF THEM ' 



IBOBf 

THE PLANET 
/rs GOING.' 


SUOOENIY THERE CAME A HUGS 
ROAR PROM THE CROWD GATHERED 
OUTSIDE TN DOWNING STREET ,.. 



JIHD. AS A REUOIC/NS WORID WATCHED, 


WE PLANET became SMALLER AND 
SMALL f A UNTIL AT LAST IT D/SAPPEARED 
FOREVER FROM THE HUMAN SYE* * . 


/ WHERE THEY CAME FROM W£ ^ 
SHALL NEVER KNOW. BUT THEY ^ 
CERTAINLY TAUGHT US SOMETHING. 
FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER ALL THE 
MATIONS OF THE WORLD HAVE ACTED 

together against a common 

ENEMY, SO MAY8E SOMEDAY WE j 
CAN AU KNOW HOW TO ACT A 

L TOGSTHSti iN PEACE T 


jHCr/KbT^^CJ ^ 
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